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East Midlands Airport 
Independent Consultative Committee (ICC) 

Monitoring, Environment, Noise and Track (MENT) Sub-Committee 
Friday 20th May 2022 

Via MS Teams 
 

Present 

Independent Chair Mr G Liguori 

Independent Secretariat Mrs C Pull 

Organisation 

Leicestershire County Council Cllr T Pendleton 

Kings Newton Residents Association Mr S Leech 

Melbourne Civic Society Dr P Grimley 

PAIN – People Against Intrusive Noise Mr R Sutton 

DHL Aviation Ltd Mr A O’Neill 

Loughborough University Dr A Timmis 

Rushcliffe Borough Council Cllr A Edyvean 

  

East Midlands Airport (EMA) 

MAG Corporate Social Responsibility Director Mr N Robinson 

MAG Planning Manager Mr J Bottomley 

EMA Community Engagement Manager Ms C Hempson (CH) 

MAG Community Engagement Coordinator Ms A Green 

MAG Flight Evaluation Unit Manager Mr D Smith 

Group Flight Evaluation Unit (FEU) Advisor Ms D Patton (DP) 

Group Environment & Energy Manager Mr M Churley (MC) 

Head of Asset Development - Utilities, Energy & 
Environment 

Mr T Rix (TR) 

Future Airspace Consultation Senior Project 
Manager 

Ms S Robinson 

  

Absent and Apologies 

Nottinghamshire County Council  Cllr M Barney 

SAVE  Mr E Green 

MAG Head of ESG and Environmental Strategy Mr A Freeman 

WHICH Dr A Manhire (link not working) 

 
 
The meeting commenced at 1000. 
 
1 Introduction and Apologies  
 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and apologies were recorded.  
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2 Declaration of Interest  
 

No declarations of interest were reported. The Chair noted potential interest 

from certain members on items 5 and 6 of the agenda, which would be 

discussed during these items. 

 

3 Minutes of the last meeting  
 

The Chair picked up one apology that was not recorded. This will be corrected. 

The Committee approved the minutes of the last meeting held on 4th February  

2022 as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

Action: Secretariat to amend previous minutes to record apologies. 

A member raised one comment concerning item 7 page 6. The Chair advised 

this would be covered as an outstanding action. 

 

3a Matters arising  
 

All actions are either complete or covered within the agenda for this meeting.  

Several members raised questions which would be covered as part of the 

agenda. 

A member raised a question around item 7. The Chair referred to an email 

circulated by himself on 9th February 2022 which gives the rationale as to why 

matters are to remain as they are. 

Item 10 has been deferred until the September MENT meeting. 

A member asked for a reminder to be issued when the meeting minutes are 

available. The Chair offered a recording in the interim until the minutes are 

final. It was also highlighted that all documents are available on SharePoint 

and access instructions have been shared with all members. 

 

4 An update by the Chair  
 

The Chair continues to have ongoing meetings with the UKACC working group 

who are looking at upcoming priorities and will provide updates at future 

meetings. MAG are very well represented in this group. 

The Chair has attended a catch-up meeting with the airport Senior \Leadership 

team.   

CH has distributed an email to all members to advise that documents are now 

on SharePoint and how to access them. There will be an interim period where 

they will still be shared by email. 

Members have also received notification by email of the new timetable of 

meetings for 2023/24. The changes mean that meetings will be held at more 

regular intervals and will make the process more streamlined and effective. 

Calendar invitations will follow shortly. 
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5 Report back from working group on DRAC letter 

A water working group has been set up with representatives from the airport 

and the community to deal with the DRAC letter dated 3 February 2022 and 

issues raised.  

The Chair has circulated both the DRAC letter, and the holding reply letter 

sent on 14th April by the airport. The airport is unable to provide much 

information while the Environment Agency (EA) investigation is ongoing. 

The airport’s position is that they’d like to move things forward as quickly as 

possible. There is good dialogue between the airport and the EA and the 

airport wishes to be as transparent as possible. MENT will be involved in 

holding the airport to account for its water waste management including the 

issues raised in the DRAC letter.  

The Chair understands the airport is looking to move to a proactive model and 

has enlisted the help of experts to do this and also consulted with other 

airports who have similar issues and systems. This is a positive step. 

 

 
The Chair and members of the working group had received a letter today from 

DRAC however this wasn’t discussed as the Chair hasn’t yet read it in detail 

and it had arrived too late to be tabled.  

A working group member raised the point of published discharged rates and 

the airport’s expansion plans being brought to MENT.  

A member requested minutes of the subgroup meeting. None were taken, so 

the Chair suggested a minute taker be present at subsequent meetings. No 

dates have yet been set for the next subgroup meeting, but this will be 

arranged outside of this meeting. The Chair to arrange this meeting with the 

community representatives to narrow down the issues and a subsequent 

meeting with the airport will then need be arranged.  

Action – Chair to arrange a meeting with community representatives.   

Due: 5th June 2022.  

 

6 Water Management Update 
 

A presentation was given on EMA Surface Water. It is available to view on 
SharePoint and will also be emailed to members. 
 
The presenter addressed a question raised around sharing the Atkins report.  
 
Action – TR to check with legal to ensure Atkins Report can be shared. 
Due: September MENT subgroup meeting. 
 
TR raised a point around data and monitoring, the airport is now taking a much 
more data-led approach. The response letter to DRAC may not explain this 
particularly well. DRAC will be invited to the airport to discuss this further. 
 
A member asked for a turnaround time on samples being sent to the labs.TR advised 
this is currently 6 weeks, but this is why the airport has introduced instantaneous 
sampling. 
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A member enquired what happens in the event of a breach or failure. TR 
stated that this is the reason for introducing instantaneous monitoring and that 
the airport will be increasing the frequency of instantaneous monitoring for 
next winter. Additional resource has been identified which will be used 
specifically for water system management with more people undertaking 
sampling.  MC added that when a failure is spotted, additional investigation 
takes place and immediate remedial action is taken. 
 
A member thanked TR for sharing openly and asked who completed the 
hydraulic work and asked if an update could be available in the future. TR 
provided the information and will look at what outputs could potentially be 
shared.  
 
Action: TR to look into the Aecom model to establish if anything could 
be shared. Due: September MENT meeting 
 
A member asked if the airport is looking at an option of offsite treatment. TR 
advised that all options are being considered. Nothing has been removed. This 
won’t be fully understood until there is more data available, but discussions 
are ongoing with Severn Trent.  

 

   

7 Environmental ISO14001 and Energy Management Systems ISO50001 – 
update 
 

A presentation on Group EMS & ENMS was given by MC. It was circulated 
with the papers and is available on SharePoint. 
 
A member commented that MAG seems to work on persuasion rather than 
contractual requirements. MC clarified that contractual agreements are in 
place where appropriate but agreed that for third party owned businesses 
within the airport site this was not always possible and partnership working is 
relied upon. 
 
A member raised a question on the boundaries of ISO14001 and advised how 
this doesn’t seem to apply to noise or show how there will be an improvement 
in this area. The Chair moved on as the question was not relevant to this item. 
 

 

8 
Sustainable Development Plan update with focus on Environment plan 

A report was distributed in advance and taken as read.  A presentation was 

given by JB which is available on SharePoint and circulated by email. 

JB explained the reason that the report was prepared in this way, was to allow 

members to have an understanding and discuss the areas that they consider 

the sustainable development and environment plans should be focussing on. 

The airport’s master plan is a high-level document which is much more of a 

strategic plan, rather than a detailed implementation plan. 
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JB listed the principal environmental topics within the report that will be 

focused on by the SDP and asked members to raise any further topics which 

are not currently included in this list. 

The Chair agreed with the approach and welcomed a discussion. 

A member raised a question on air quality (sections 5.5 & 5.6) as to why only 

certain areas have been chosen to test air quality. JB has noted this point. 

The member raised a further point around paragraph 5.7. He appreciates this 

is a high-level report, but this raises questions about the language used and 

the use of keywords having different meanings. This doesn’t give a sense of 

purpose. The language needs to show much more intent. JB agreed and has 

noted this point. 

A slide was shown with three points on the SDP vision and objectives and JB 

welcomed thoughts and comments. 

The Chair suggested written submissions following the distribution of these 

slides. 

Action CH to send slides to members by COP 20th May. Comments on 

the SDP Environment Report Discussion Paper to be sent to JB by 10th 

June. 

The Chair posted a question from another member around measurable targets 

and reports on CO2 emissions being added to the plan. JB advised emissions 

are published as part of the annual CSR report.  

A member raised a concern about noise and the fact the report is not specific 

or detailed about this area. Points that were raised in the last action plan 

haven’t been done. The law doesn’t make any requirements on EMA to take 

any action so it’s difficult to believe they will do anything about the noise issue. 

JB responded that the text in question was for discussion and is not from the 

environment section of the SDP. The comments around night noise will be 

taken into consideration while drafting the documentation. 

The Chair thanked JB for the presentation and paper. 

9 Environment reports and quarterly reports 
 

A paper with attachments was taken as read. 
 
A presentation was given by DP on the Environment Report, which is available 
in the SharePoint and emailed to members. The report and presentation 
included information on:  

• 2021 Noise contours and N-above contours 

• Updates on EMA’s noise-related airline engagement 
 
DP provided a refresher on the various runway directions and the deciding 
factors on how and why they are used. 
 
A member raised an issue with the increased number of Ryanair training 
flights over Kings Newton since the previous meeting. Residents are sending 
their comments to the member and have requested an immediate 
improvement. NR responded and apologised. He advised that unusually high 
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numbers of easterly winds have caused aircraft to take this path more 
regularly, as opposed to the normal path used in westerly winds.  
 
The member stated that there was an agreement made with Ryanair to split 
training into different circuits which doesn’t seem to be happening. EMA 
responded that this is happening and explained the circuits being followed. 
 
Another member agreed that over the last few weeks the situation with 
departures over Melbourne and Kings Newton has become worse, even 
during westerly departures. Complaints have been made to the airport by 
residents. The FEU advised they will review ANOMS track data for training 
flights of jet aircraft and communicate the results to members. 
 
Action - EMA to circulate Environment Report presentation slides within 
the next 7 days (now complete).  
 
Action – EMA to investigate circuit training issues raised and 
information to be collated and shared with the members before the next 
MENT meeting 
 

 
DP provided an update on the current and prospective location of noise 

monitors. 

A member was unable to find information on continuous climb in the report 

and raised two questions. 1. Why continuous climb was adopted? 2. Can there 

be visibility of how the peak noise report is being used? The airport responded 

as follows: 1. Continuous climb is more efficient and reduces emissions and is 

less disruptive to the local community. 2. The airport showed during the 

previous presentation how they are working with the airlines to reduce noise 

levels. They have also raised the level of operator fines.  

The Chair suggested challenges to airlines and their responses could be 

reported on at future MENT meetings. The airport will take this away for further 

discussion. 

Action - EMA to look at how this information could be shared with MENT 

members at future meetings. 

 

10 Future Airspace and SRG update  
 

A paper was circulated and taken as read. 

A member stated that the paper doesn’t give any indication of the timescale of 

the Future Airspace project. SR advised that the date is subject to the 

endorsement of the master plan. Implementation is earmarked for 2026 but 

this could change.  

The member would like it noted that the public believes this is a very slow 

process. SR noted this comment. The airport responded that this is a national 

project and not something that is within the airport’s individual control. 

 



2022.05.20 EMA ICC MENT Adopted Minutes  Company No. 2078271 

Page 7 of 7 
  

The Chair suggested to the airport that this information could be relayed to the 

public. The airport will make this clear in their communications. 

The Chair advised this item will be discussed in an additional Airspace 

Stakeholder Engagement meeting for ICC members which has been arranged 

for July 2022. Date to be confirmed and circulated. 

11 AOB  
 

Future planned or proposed items 

1. Consultation of fees, charges and penalties 

2. Airport League Table  

3. Training flights 

 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting and for their 

contribution.  

 

12 Date of next MENT meeting(s) 
 

 

 • Friday 30 September 2022 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 

1208pm 

 

 


