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East Midlands Airport 
Monitoring, Environment, Noise and Track (MENT) Sub Committee 

 
Approved Minutes of the Meeting 

held at East Midlands Airport on Friday 17 January 2020 
 
Present: 
Independent Facilitator & Chair    Mr B Whyman MBE, Ch, JP 
 
Organisation: 
Derbyshire County Council     Cllr N Atkin  
Leics & Rutland Association of Local Councils  Cllr A Sowter 
Kings Newton Residents Association   Mr S Leech 
Melbourne Civic Society     Dr P Grimley 
PAIN – People Against Intrusive Noise   Mrs P Beddoe 
WHICH       Dr A Manhire & Mr I Jones   
DHL Aviation Ltd      Mr A O’Neill 
 
East Midlands Airport: 
Head of Corporate Affairs     Mr C Hayton    (20/04M) 
Group Head of CSR      Mr A Freeman 
CSR Manager      Ms C Hempson 
Head of Cargo      Mr C Busby  (20/02M) 
Environment & Utilities Manager    Ms H Chana 
Minute Secretary      Mrs A Lamin 
 
 
20/01M APOLOGIES AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.    There were no 

Declarations of Interest.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Brown, Ford, 
Pendleton, M Elliott and Dr Timmis. 
 

20/02M The minutes of the meeting held on 13 September 2019 were accepted 
as a true record. 
 
Action points: 
19/27M  Environmental report 
EMA outlined, as requested, information supporting 2019 ATM increases 
alongside noise reduction. 
 
There has been modest growth in cargo and e-commerce is a contributor.  
Larger aircraft in use results in fewer overall movements.  EMA supports 
achieving more daytime flights.  
 
A member queried the types of quieter aircraft in use.  DHL reiterated 
continual and regular upgrades by the company to larger, quieter aircraft.  
The member said it should be recognised that the ‘new’ aircraft are in fact 
twenty year old refurbished aircraft, and freight aircraft are not upgraded as 
fast as passenger aircraft. 
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EMA confirmed the requirement to improve aircraft, noting improvements 
by operators.  New levels of surcharges were introduced last year and are 
written into the Noise Action Plan.  Factors supporting improvement by 
operators are efficiency, cost and sustainability. 
 
The ‘Other’ aircraft category is likely to include small aircraft (likely to be 
Cessnas), training and non-commercial small aircraft. 
 
It was agreed that a future presentation on noise mapping methodology, 
noise categories and contours highlighting the differences between 
2017/18 and 2018/19 noise contour figures, including the variables 
involved, would be given to a future MENT meeting. 
ACTION:  EMA 
 

20/03M CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
(i) It was agreed that a member query received relating to taxis and 

road access would be referred to TEP. 
ACTION:  EMA/CHAIRMAN 
 

(ii) CAA consultation ‘CAP 1875’ considers requirements for aircraft 
noise modelling, and is open for responses until 4 March 2020.  
It was agreed that individual members review the consultation 
and submit their own views directly to the CAA.  Details of how 
members could respond and the online link to the consultation 
were emailed to ICC members immediately following this 
meeting. 
 

20/04M AIRSPACE MODERNISATION UPDATE 
The detailed report ‘Listening to Stakeholders – Our Proposed Principles 
for Airspace Change’ was tabled.  Hard copy of the meeting slides and a 
link to the CAA portal will be circulated with the meeting minutes. 
ACTION:  EMA 
 
Chris Hayton presented details on: 

• Feedback from CAA on Stage 1 – submitted in November 

• Early Plans for Stage 2  (technical process) 
o Develop and Assess 
o Submission date 1 May 2020 

• Stage 3 - Implementation 

• Stakeholder Reference Group 
 
A legal requirement of the CAA is to specify ‘The Big Red Box’, ie the 
largest area of potential impact, which will reduce to specifically impacted 
areas as plans progress.  Should they be considered necessary, the 
location of any potential new noise monitors will be reviewed when aircraft 
routes have been decided. 
 
Representatives from Kegworth and Kings Newton asked for reassurance 
that the effects of aircraft noise on these areas will be considered.   It was 
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confirmed that all communities will be able to see every route proposal and 
there will be full public consultation at Stage 3. 
 
Prior to Stage 3 a full consultation plan is to be submitted to the CAA for 
approval. 
 
Additional staff will be needed by EMA at public consultation level, as the 
area covers 4.5m people.  Explanatory leaflets will continue to be 
circulated at Outreach and other EMA programmes. 
 
The Stakeholder Reference Group will run in parallel with the Airspace 
Change Programme and act as ‘a critical friend’. 
 
It was proposed and endorsed that Dr Paul Grimley be the ICC 
representative on the SRG.  EMA will ensure that all sectors are 
represented on the SRG.  Stakeholder details can be found on the CAA 
website (Google :  CAA Airspace Change Stakeholders Chart – post-
meeting note: link circulated to members with slides of presentation).   
 
Recommendations for any additional SRG members by ICC members can 
be made through EMA (Chris Hayton) or ICC (Paul Grimley). 
 
Concerns were expressed by some MENT members that local 
communities and residents who are impacted heavily by EMA operations 
are not adequately represented on the SRG.  It was confirmed SRG are 
not being consulted on airspace or aircraft routes – their role is to oversee 
the consultation process and ensure that it is as robust as it can be.  It was 
confirmed that at Stage 3 Full Consultation will include everyone. 
 
It was confirmed that environmental assessments including air quality and 
emissions will receive full consideration at Stage 2. 
 
The formal endorsement of Dr Paul Grimley as ICC representation on the 
Stakeholder Reference Group was confirmed and agreed by all present. 
 
The Chairman thanked Chris Hayton for the comprehensive details 
circulated and presented, and members for the detailed discussions. 
 

20/05M RIVER TRENT UPDATE 
Liaison with the Environment Agency is continuing and a contractor 
appointed for the work required.  Work will begin as soon as weather 
conditions allow.  Updates will be given to future MENT meetings. 
ACTION:  EMA 
 

20/06M WIND TURBINE UPDATE 
The turbines have been dismantled for refurbishment work which should 
take around six weeks.  It is anticipated the turbines will be reinstated in 
mid-February. 
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20/07M NOISE ACTION PLAN TRACKER 
(i) Report on Peak Noise Events NAP22 
(ii) Report on Quiet Flight Performance NAP26 
(iii) Report on Noise Complaint Procedure NAP30 
(iv) Environment Fact Sheets – Drafts for website NAP 36 

 
The reports were reviewed as circulated.  Comments included:  
 

(i) The location for the additional noise monitor at Melbourne is to 
be decided and planning permission submitted. 
Requested that the top ten percent of noise events only be 
detailed with more information on when, where and who.  The 
report will be modified for review at the next meeting. 
ACTION:  EMA 

(ii) Future reports to specify requirements on noise performance. 
The technical details in the report, are shared with airlines, and 
these are driving and informing change. 
ACTION:  EMA 

(iii) Noise Complaints Procedure – details outlined. 
All ICC members are required to accept and sign an updated 
Non Disclosure Agreement form tabled at this meeting. 
ACTION:  ALL 

(iv) Environment Fact Sheets – members are requested to feed back 
any comments to Colleen Hempson by 31 January, the Fact 
Sheets will then be published on the EMA website. 
ACTION:  ALL 
 
Members commented that the EMA website is understandably 
passenger orientated but it is therefore difficult to find ICC and 
technical information.  EMA recommended ‘searching’ for a 
specific item which should give more direct access. 
 
Members agreed the Fact Sheets were excellent and informative 
and thanked EMA for the information provided. 

 
20/08M ENVIRONMENT QUARTERLY REPORT 

(i) CDA Summary, Day and Night 
(ii) Track Summary, Day and Night 
(iii) Training  

A member reiterated previous requests that consideration be 
given to reducing the time limit on training flights to 7pm or 
earlier on summer nights.  EMA will review the request. 
ACTION:  EMA 

(iv) Height infringement 
(v) Tracker 
(vi) Environment report 

 
In response to members’ queries: 

• Thomas Cook aircraft have been reclaimed by the leasing company 
and reallocated 
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• Liaison and feedback to airlines on training flights has improved the 
situation, request that EMA continue this 

• Concern that 36% of flights are night time movements which is 
higher than other UK airports 

• Circuits and overflying of training aircraft queried.   Melbourne 
queried having over 50%, attributed to westerly routes being taken.  
EMA responded that activities and requirements have to be 
balanced.  Pilots are encouraged to avoid villages wherever 
possible.  A definition of perimeters informs infringements.  Pilots 
need to simulate ‘normal’ take offs and everyday activity whilst 
training.  A report will be given to the next meeting and to Melbourne 
Civic Society prior to that meeting. 
ACTION:  EMA 
 

20/09M FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
a. Waste 
b. Airport energy consumption and solar PV 
c. Airspace modernisation – standing agenda item 
d. River Trent updates 
e. Noise mapping methodology, noise categories, contours & variances 

2017/18 & 2018/19 
f. Training flights – circuits and perimeters 

 
20/10M DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  1 MAY 2020 

 

 


