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East Midlands Airport 
Independent Consultative Committee (ICC) 

General Meeting 
Thursday 4 November 2021 

Via MS Teams 

Present: 

Independent Chair Mr G Liguori (Chair) 

Independent Secretariat Mrs H Booth 
Ms C Harrison (observer) 

Organisation 

Derbyshire County Council / Vice-Chair Cllr M Ford (Vice-Chair) 

Charnwood Borough Council Cllr T Barkley and Cllr J Morgan 

Kings Newton Residents Association Mr S Leech 

Melbourne Civic Society Dr P Grimley and Mr M Keay (from 
1030) 

PAIN – People Against Intrusive Noise Mrs P Beddoe and Mr R Sutton 

WINGS Mr J Snee (from 1037) 

DHL Aviation Ltd Mr A O’Neill 

Royal Mail Mr J Allsopp 

East Midlands Chamber of Commerce Mr I Evley 

Loughborough University Dr A Timmis 

Erewash Borough Council Cllr R Parkinson 

CPRE Notts & Rushcliffe Mrs B Walker 

Nottinghamshire County Council Cllr M Barney (from 1030) 

Save Aston Village Environment (SAVE) Mr E Green 

Rushcliffe Borough Council Cllr A Edyvean 

Derbyshire Association of Local Councils Cllr S Marbrow 

South Derbyshire District Council Cllr S Taylor 

Leicestershire & Rutland Association of Local Councils Cllr A Sowter 

East Midlands Airport (EMA) 

EMA Managing Director Mrs C James 

Group CSR and Airspace Change Director Mr N Robinson 

Head of Asset Development – Utilities, Energy and Environment Mr T Rix 

EMA Assets Director Mr P Morris 

EMA Head of Terminal Operations Mr U Khalid 

EMA Customer Service and Security Director Mr M Grimes 

EMA Customer Service and Security Director Ms L Cleminson 

Group Planning Manager Mr J Bottomley 

EMA Environmental and Utilities Manager Miss H Chana 

EMA Community Engagement Manager Ms C Hempson 

Airport Duty Manager Mr D Cooper 

Apologies 

Leicestershire County Council Cllr T Pendleton 
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Derby City Council Cllr M Barker 

WHICH Dr A Manhire and Mr I Jones 

EMA Community Fund Mrs S Jackson 

Group Head of Environment  Mr A Freeman 

Group Head of Community Engagement Mr R Pattison 

 
The meeting commenced at 1000. 
  
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and reported apologies as recorded. 

2. Declaration of Interests 
 

No declarations of interest were raised at this time (see item 6). 

3. Minutes of the last meeting 
 

Subject to a minor amend of wording, the Committee approved the minutes of the last meeting 

held on 28 May 2021 as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 a. Matters arising 
 

With the airport unable to report specifics on percentages of precious metals and PPE within 

freight cargo, this action was closed. Parking charges at the airport were declared to be in line 

with or better value than other airports. 

The Chair discussed future meeting facilitation, potential venues on location at the airport and 

risk assessments required for a face-to-face meeting. 

4. An update by the Chair 
 

The Chair welcomed all new members to the meeting, acknowledged Peggy Beddoe’s decision 

to step down and expressed thanks for her contribution over many years. The Chair also noted 

that Hannah Booth would be handing over the role of Independent Secretariat to Catherine 

Harrison, whom he welcomed to the meeting as an observer.  The Chair thanked Hannah for her 

work and contributions. 

a. Elections 

The Chair announced that Dr Paul Grimley had been elected into the position of Vice Chair, and 

thanked Cllr Ford for supporting his recent on-boarding as Chair. The Chair then reported 

election results, following on from separate meetings of each constituency prior to the ICC 

General Meeting, as follows: 

Transport, Economic Development and Passenger Services (TEP) Sub-Committee 

Local Interest 

Groups: 

CPRE Notts & Rushcliffe Mrs B Walker 

Leicestershire & Rutland Association of 

Local Councils 

Cllr A Sowter 

Kings Newton Residents Association Mr S Leech 

Airport Users: WHICH Dr A Manhire / Mr I Jones 

Loughborough University Dr A Timmis 

East Midlands Chamber of Commerce Mr I Evley 

Local Authority: Derbyshire County Council  Cllr M Ford 

Erewash Borough Council Cllr R Parkinson 
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South Derbyshire District Council Cllr S Taylor 

 

Monitoring, Environment, Noise and Track Sub-Committee 

Local Interest 

Groups: 

Kings Newton Residents Association Mr S Leech 

PAIN – People Against Intrusive Noise Mr R Sutton 

Save Aston Village Environment 

(SAVE) 

Mr E Green 

Airport Users: WHICH Dr A Manhire / Mr I Jones 

Loughborough University Dr A Timmis 

DHL Mr A O’Neill 

Local Authority: Nottinghamshire County Council Cllr M Barney 

Leicestershire County Council Cllr T Pendleton 

Rushcliffe Borough Council Cllr A Edyvean 

 

The Chair discussed the abolition of ICAAN.   Prior to abolition ICCAN and the Chair had agreed 

on monthly meetings to work on areas of mutual interest.   The Chair said that UKACCs, on 

behalf of ACCs, are leading on the transfer of relevant functions to the CAA and DfT and he 

invited views from members on this so that he could feed into the work that UKACCs were doing.     

Action: Members to submit views to the Chair around the abolition of ICAAN by end of December 

2021. 

The Chair advised that he had met with DfT officials and he aimed to continue meeting every 2-3 

months to stay current with industry activity and planning.    

The Chair informed members that he had attended:  

(a) a DFT presentation on their aviation framework strategy;  

(b) A DFT/IPSOS MORI presentation on the future of ACCS particularly around standards of 

visibility, accessibility, communication and demonstration of work/achievements;  

(c) a workshop hosted by ACOG on airspace change.   

The Chair also informed members of his contribution to Independent PHD research that was 

being undertaken on stakeholder engagement and that he would be representing the ICC at the 

forthcoming annual conference of UKACCs, to be conducted virtually on 18-19 November. 

On discussing results of the recent member’s survey, the Chair invited completion by those yet to 

submit their views and re-iterated the offer of an introductory 1:1 session with any members. 

The Chair advised to be meeting regularly with senior management at EMA, discussed youth 

engagement opportunities, advised of an intention to recommend a name change for the ICC to 

align with industry terminology, and asked that any members unwilling to be listed on the 

dedicated web page for the ICC declare this before the end of November. 

Action: Any members unwilling to be listed on the ICC website to declare to the Chair by the end 

of November. 

5. Managing Director’s report 
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The Managing Director’s report was taken as read and Clare James (CJ) presented key themes, 

including: 

• Passenger numbers – with consumer confidence on the increase, footfall is slowly 

returning however, the rate of change is far lower than anticipated at around 30% overall 

compared with usual levels of activity. 

• Government travel requirements – having simplified standards of paperwork during 

October, the airport saw 213,306 passengers that month, reaching 50% of pre-pandemic 

activity for the first time. 

• Additional checks such as passenger locator forms were highlighted as a significant 

challenge, which MAG were lobbying to improve into 2022. 

• Ryanair – following media speculation, it was advised that contract renewal negotiations 

are underway. 

• CAA Security audit – a brilliant score of 99% was awarded following a week-long audit 

covering all areas of passenger security. 

• Cargo partners are still reporting strong volumes of activity. 

• Freeport – having submitted an outline business case, work is now underway to compile 

a full business case, within which a public consultation phase would be established 

(exact timings TBC). 

CJ reported an encouraging atmosphere from returning passengers and commended the team 

for a successful return to operations. 

Members requested a decent window for any public consultation around the Sustainable 

Development Plan (SDP). The Chair enquired as to engagement plans for the SDP and it was 

confirmed that to avoid delays, engagement would need to be undertaken out of committee, with 

a subsequent update to the March meeting. 

Action: EMA to engage with ICC members on SDP draft content and materiality ahead 

of the public consultation and bring an agenda item on the SDP to the next ICC General 

meeting in March 2022. 

Members requested more information on the Freeport business case. It was advised that 

infrastructure and traffic assessments are being undertaken within the evolving business case, 

with Leicester, Nottingham and Derby Councils engaged in highway traffic modelling. A 

discussion followed on ‘green industry’ in relation to the Freeport. 

Discussion took place on the planned re-commencement of the Future Airspace (FAS) change 

project and the need to re-engage the Stakeholder Reference Group (SRG) in the near future. 

 Action: A detailed item on FAS would be brought to the March 2022 ICC General meeting 

A member enquired as to negative publicity around E-gates. CJ confirmed to be in regular 

conversation with UK Border Force, discussed system enhancements and confirmed that 

additional gates had been requested. In response to a query around cargo night flights, CJ 

clarified that whilst volumes of cargo had increased, the number of movements have not 

increased to the same proportion.  However the increase has resulted in the operation some QC 

aircraft at night which is a known issue that is in review. 

The Chair thanked CJ for the detailed update and welcomed future engagement. 

 
6. Jet Zero: Government strategy for net zero aviation 
 

The Jet Zero report was taken as read and Neil Robinson (NR) highlighted key content, including: 

• The UK has outlined a legally binding target to meet net zero emissions by 2050, 

including UK and international aviation. The government strategy for which is to be 

published for consultation during 2022. 

• The government are content that aviation can reach net zero emissions by 2050, 

notwithstanding forecast growth at around 60-70% on pre-pandemic activity, although it 

is acknowledged that the planned approach relies on new and evolving technologies, 

holding an element of risk to delivery. 
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• A global aviation summit hosted by ICAO in September 2022 will bring together major 

countries to discuss aviation policies and it is hoped that international aviation can agree 

joint goals and a plan consistent with the Jet Zero strategy.  IATA – all big worldwide 

airlines signing up to a target of net zero emissions by 2050. 

• There is a need for stable long term supportive government policies 

• A Jet Zero Council has been established comprising the most senior leaders in the 

aviation sector and at which MAG is directly represented, to review policy framework. 

• A key theme running through proposals is around transparency and effective 

communication to passengers around emissions to support informed choices.  MAG has 

introduced MAG Carbon Click – an initiative that allows passengers to better understand 

and offset their own emissions 

• Further government research is required on non-CO2 emissions to better understand 

impact(s) on climate and the environment to effectively inform policy. 

NR then presented the Government’s ‘High Ambition Scenario’ detailing scale of cost, projected 

growth and suppression of demand, however it was highlighted that very few scenarios achieve 

net zero by the 2050 deadline with available abatements and it was anticipated that the 

government will need to fund continuous carbon removals in order to do so. 

 

Cllr Barney stated a declaration of interest, working in zero-emission industry. 

 

In response to member queries it was advised that: 

• Use of sustainable fuels is positive for local air quality, as doing so will likely reduce 

carbon and non-carbon emissions. 

• Evolutions of aircraft engines tend to focus either on fuel efficiency and lower emissions 

or reducing noise; however, it is currently not always possible to improve one without 

negatively impacting the other. 

• There is a degree of uncertainty around technologies not yet proven or at scale. It will be 

challenging for the industry to succeed in evolving this technology and/or apply financial 

solutions to meet the 2050 deadline. 

• A detailed carbon account is made available each year at a group and airport-specific 

level which is available online [at https://www.magairports.com/responsible-business/csr-

reports/]. 

• It is anticipated that the Government will issue interim targets following the consultation 

period, MAG have fed into the early stages of this process, suggesting interim targets of 

a 15% reduction by 2030 and 40% by 2040 ahead of the 2050 target. 

 

7. Airport update 
 

The environment, planning, traffic statistics and community engagement reports were taken as 

read and the Chair invited any subsequent questions or related items for discussion. 

In response to member queries around night flights, it was confirmed that there was no night 

scheduling ban on QC4 aircraft, however as part of the Noise Action Plan, a new surcharge was 

introduced for QC4 night movements to deter regular operation. It was advised that talks are 

underway with operators to review and assess this activity moving forward. 

The effectiveness of on-site wind turbines were cited as a cause of frustration and a priority for 

EMA to rectify, along with scoping of the use of solar power. 

Colleen Hempson (CH) gave an update on recent activity of the Community Fund Committee 

having accumulated significant funds following introduction of QC4 surcharges. With an 

opportunity for innovative support beyond the usual schedule, CH provided an update on 

https://www.magairports.com/responsible-business/csr-reports/
https://www.magairports.com/responsible-business/csr-reports/
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discussions with the Community Fund Committee regarding plans for investing QC4 surcharge 

proceeds. 

Members commended the swift and innovative response by the committee following receipt of 

these additional surcharges. 

 

8. AOB 
 

The National Aviation Strategy was highlighted as a future agenda item and the Chair welcomed 

any further thoughts around future items. 

 

9. Date of next meeting(s) 
 

4 March 2022 

24 June 2022 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 1208. 

 


