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East Midlands Airport 
Independent Consultative Committee (ICC) 

 
General Meeting 

Friday 8th December 2023 - 1000 – 1230 
Venue – Castle Donington Hub,101 Bondgate, Castle Donington, Derby DE74 2NH 

 

Present:  

Title Name Initial  

Independent Chair Mr G Liguori  Chair 

Independent Secretariat Mrs C Pull   
 

Organisation – Local Authority Group: 

Title Name Initial  

Rushcliffe Borough Council Cllr A Brown   

Nottinghamshire County Council Cllr M Barney  

Leicestershire County Council Cllr T Pendleton  

North West Leicestershire District Council Cllr R Boam (online)  

 
Organisation – Local Interest Group: 

Title Name Initial  

Melbourne Civic Society Mr M Keay   

WHICH Mr P Ford  

WINGS Mr J Snee  

Kings Newton Residents Association Dr C Tyler  

Leicestershire and Rutland Assoc of Local 
Councils 

Cllr A Sowter 
 

Peope Against Intrusive Noise Mr R Sutton  

Save Aston and Weston Villages Environment Mr E Green  

5 Parish Community Group Mr J Coles  

Derbyshire Association of Local Councils Cllr S Marbrow (online)  

 
Organisation – Airport User Group: 

Title Name Initial  

Loughborough University Dr A Timmis - Vice Chair (online)  

Job Centre Plus Ms J Alton  

DHL Mr A Smillie AS 

Nottingham College Mr D Higham  

UPS Mr R Currie (online)  

East Midlands Chamber Mr I Evley (online)  

EMA Accessibility Forum Ms C Link (online)   
 

East Midlands Airport (EMA): 

Title Name Initial  

EMA Managing Director Mr S Griffiths SG 
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MAG Head of ESG and Environmental 
Strategy 

Mr A Freeman 
AF 

MAG Planning Manager Mr J Bottomley  JB 

MAG Corporate Social Responsibility Director Mr N Robinson NR 

EMA Community Engagement Manager Ms C Hempson CH 

MAG Head of Community Engagement Mr R Pattison RP 

EMA Head of Corporate Affairs Mr I Reed-Aspley  

MAG Community Engagement Coordinator Mrs A Green (online)  
 

Apologies Name Initial  

Derbyshire County Council Cllr M Ford   

Group Environment & Energy Manager Mr M Churley   

South Derbyshire District Council Cllr S Taylor  

Council for the Protection of Rural England 
Derbyshire 

Mr J Ydlibi 
 

Royal Mail Mr J Allsop  
 

Absences Name Initial  

Unite the Union Mr T Tinley   

Erewash Borough Council Cllr C Howard  

Charnwood Borough Council Cllr Hamilton  

Derby City Council Cllr J Smale  

Broxtowe Borough Council Cllr P Smith  

Nottinghamshire Assoc of Local Councils Cllr H Gibbins  
 

Agenda 
Item  

Description  

1 Welcome and Apologies  
 
The Chair welcomed new members Dr Chris Tyler, Julian Coles, Cllr Hamilton, Cllr 
Boam, Alan Smillie and David Higham and thanked the previous DHL representative, 
Andy O’Neill.  
Apologies were received from Cllr Taylor, Cllr Ford, Martin Churley and John Ydlibi. 
A round of introductions took place for the benefit of new members.  
The Chair reminded members to share papers and details of today’s meeting with 
their members and that their organisation’s members should share any input they 
would like to make through them. 

2 Declaration of Interests 
 
Cllr Barney declared an interest on previous agenda item 7 (SAF) – however this item 
has now been moved to a future meeting. 

3 Minutes of the last meeting 
 
The Chair said that the date and location of the meeting was omitted from the 
previous minutes and requested that these be added.  The minutes of the previous 
meeting were taken as approved as an accurate record. 



20231208 EMA ICC General Unadopted Minutes  Company No. 2078271 

3 
 

 
Matters arising: 
All actions are complete. 

4 An update by the Chair 
 
Since the last meeting, the Chair has attended the following events: 
 

• 22nd September - Single Design Entity (SDE) Engagement Workshop 4. This 
was run by the CAA and DfT to look at the feasibility of an SDE being 
responsible for Future Airspace Change on a national level rather than leaving 
it to the airports. The Chair gave members details of the content. The SDE 
project is in very early stages and has yet to get any funding or ministerial 
backing. The 2nd workshop is taking place today, which he is, unable to 
attend. 
 

• 22nd September - EMA Future Airspace Change meeting. This was a meeting 
at the request of communities local to the airport. The Chair gave members 
details of the content. He thanked Ray Sutton for prompting the meeting, Dr 
Chris Tyler, Martin Keay and Ed Green for their attendance and the FAS team 
for facilitating the meeting. 
 

• 21st November - Webinar on revolutionising UK Aviation. The Chair gave 
members details of the content and shared with members that AF was one of 
the speakers. 
 

• 24th & 25th November – UKACC AGM. The Chair gave members details of the 
content and hopes to circulate the notes when he has them. 
 

• 28th November - Webinar on the recent CAP1616 review. The Chair gave 
members details of the content.  
 

• 29th November - DFT workshop on Aviation Accessibility on behalf of UKACC. 
The Chair gave members details of the content and will share the notes if he 
receives them.  

 
Sub-Committee & Vice Chair elections 

 
Following the elections on 1st December 2023, the Chair welcomed Dr Andrew 
Timmis as the newly elected Vice Chair. He thanked Stephanie Marbrow for stepping 
into the VC role following the departure of Dr Paul Grimley.  
 
The elected members of the subgroups are now as follows: 
 
TEP 
• CPRE Derbyshire (John Ydibli) 
• Leicestershire & Rutland Association of Local Councils (Angus Sowter) 
• Kings Newton Residents’ Association (Dr Chris Tyler) 
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• UPS (Richard Currie) 
• WHICH (Peter Ford) 
• East Midlands Chamber of Commerce (Ian Evley) 
• Nottingham College (David Higham) 
• Derbyshire County Council – (Cllr Martyn Ford) 
• Erewash Borough Council – (Cllr Curtis Howard) 
• South Derbyshire District Council – (Cllr Steven Taylor) 
 
MENT  
• People Against Intrusive Noise (PAIN) (Ray Sutton) - V 
• Save Aston Village Environment (SAVE) (Ed Green) - V 
• Melbourne Civic Society. (Martin Key) - V 
• Kings Newton Residents’ Association (Dr Chris Tyler) - NV 
• 5PCG - (Julian Coles) - NV 
• DHL Aviation Ltd – (Allan Smillie) 
• Loughborough University – (Dr Andrew Timmis) 
• Leicestershire County Council – (Cllr Trevor Pendleton) 
• Nottinghamshire County Council – (Cllr Matt Barney) 
• Rushcliffe Borough Council – (Cllr Andy Brown) 
 
n.b. V = voting member, NV = non-voting member 
 
The Chair invited members to attend a short memorial service for the Kegworth air 
disaster will take place on Monday 8th January, Kegworth Cemetery at 12pm.  
 
He highlighted an error in the constitution document. TEP was referred to as 
Transport, Economic Impact and Passenger Service rather than Transport, Economic 
Development and Passenger Services. He will amend the constitution and re-
circulate. 
 
The Chair intends to run his annual members survey again and stressed the 
importance of completing it. 
 
The Chair closed his update by wishing Robert Pattison a Happy Birthday. 

5 Managing Director’s Report (including Freeport Update) 
 
The report was circulated, taken as read and is available on SharePoint. 
 
SG took the group through the highlights of the report. 
 
A member thanked SG for his update. He raised his concerns on surface accessibility 
and the issues residents face on their daily commutes. He asked the Airport to bear 
these issues in mind while planning and consider the extra road provision that will be 
required. SG responded regarding the Freeport development that capital seed 
funding has been secured for Midlands Connect to carry out a transport study.  JB 
confirmed that this piece of work has been agreed and Midlands Connect are 
mobilised to undertake this work, the focus area of which will be strategic modelling 
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with a focus on the M1 Junction 24. This work will take place over the first 9 months 
of next year and will involve National Highways. These local issues were also 
discussed at the recent Airport Transport Forum. This is being approached in 2 ways, 
strategically looking at the highway network and also looking at what opportunities 
exist to broaden the public transport offer in the area. The member thanked the 
Airport and raised the point of the tram network as an alternative to buses which 
add to the traffic. 
 
A member welcomed this news and hopes that the thinking goes beyond the 
strategic and concentrates on actual operational issues. He raised the Download 
Festival and the fact that roads affected by this event are not National Highways’ 
roads and should not be forgotten. The member then asked, what changes will be 
seen when the instruments are being removed as part of the DVOR project. NR 
responded that there will be no operational changes as a result of the removal of the 
Brookmans Park SID. He gave an overview of the project in that ground-based 
beacons will be switched off and removed. As the ground-based beacons are being 
switched off before the FAS project is complete, the DVOR project freezes the 
operation until FAS is complete. The DVOR project is effectively removing a non-
operational service. 
 
A member said that concerns remain about land south of the A453 and asked if the 
Airport could advise where they are on consultation with the wider communities as 
part of the planning process. SG responded that the Airport is in the pre-application 
stage with the local planning authority. The intention is to move to a more formalised 
consultation framework, and the airport will be very open with the local community 
as this progresses. SG reassured members that concerns raised by local stakeholders 
in recent meetings have been registered and taken on board. JB added that 
timescales for consultation are not yet known but that the Airport will be continuing 
conversations with the parish council, Protect Diseworth and Wings and formal 
planning applications will not be submitted without first informing these parties. The 
Airport is planning to take members of the consultancy team for a site visit and will 
be in touch with the relevant stakeholder groups to arrange this in the new year.  
 
The member commented on flood prevention work and water improvement and 
praised the Airport for their recent work with Diseworth village. SG thanked the 
member for his comments.  
 
A member raised the points of ground-based companies being fined for 
environmental issues and what will happen to the monies. SG responded that unlike 
noise fines which are paid into the Community Fund for the benefit of the local 
community, fines for ground-based environmental infringements will go to the 
Airport as they offset increased cost related to additional remedial activity. He hopes 
it will not come to that, as they have been very clear with Airport operators on the 
environmental standards expected. The airport is raising the bar and have made it 
clear to operators and partners where they need to have permits and licences. This is 
an investment the airport is making in this area and hopes not to have to levy any 
fines.  
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Another member said that with devolution of Nottinghamshire on May the 2nd 2024, 
one of the devolved powers that will operate under the new mayor will be transport 
and trams should be back on the agenda. He will be keen from a Notts County 
Council perspective to be full involved in moving this forward. He asked if there has 
been any negativity from taxi companies on the numbers lost to the very successful 
Notts on Demand bus service. The Airport have not had any feedback from taxi 
companies on this. 
 
A member raised the point of increasingly targeting the charter freight management 
and congratulated DHL and UPS for upgrading the fleet. He wanted assurance that 
the freight partners will not permit any operator to use older aircraft which would 
incur noise fines. SG responded that all operators must comply with the NAP which 
comes into effect in January 2024. The Airport are not targeting carriers who will 
bring in older aircraft. A lot of the ad hoc market comes into the Airport during off 
peak hours, outside of the night noise window. 
 
A member queried why feedback from the NAP consultation on training flights is not 
included in the report and asked what the future attitude to these is with the 
predicted increase in operational flights. SG responded that training flights are only 
permitted by based operators. These flights are currently predominantly operated by 
Ryanair who must fit around the operational flights. In the new NAP, the conditions 
of training flights have been tightened. They will only be allowed to fly between 
0800-1200 and 1400-1800. The member commented that he assumed that as 
commercial flights increase, there will be less opportunity for training flights to 
operate. SG confirmed that as more commercial flights operate, the window for 
training flights narrows. He has been working with Ryanair to manage their 
expectations in this area. 
 
A member asked if there has been any change to the training flights pattern and 
rules of overflying of Kegworth. AF responded that although there have been no 
changes in the current plan, one of the actions in the new NAP is reviewing these 
procedures in the future to look to facilitate training that creates less impact on local 
communities where the Airport can accommodate it. This has been discussed at 
MENT. 

6 DHL Green Investment Update 
 
AS introduced himself to the committee and took members through a presentation 
which is available on SharePoint. 
 
A member thanked AS for the presentation and stated how impressed he is with the 
proactive stance DHL is taking. He mentioned the different aircraft types in the fleet 
and asked where AS sees the company leading the charge to even leaner fuel burn 
and more efficiency and asked if DHL uses Rolls Royce engines. AS responded that 
there is a huge network team working on the operation on a daily basis and a huge 
amount of work goes into understanding the optimisation of aircraft. The type of 
aircraft operated will be ruled by freight, weight, fuel required and distance. The 
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network planners of DHL’s airline partners work with the global board to purchase 
the fleet. AS noted this question and will pass to colleagues for a response and 
potentially invite them to a future meeting to present. 
 
The member also asked if DHL brings freight into the rail freight hub, which takes a 
lot of traffic from the local roads. AS responded that rail is a different division, so he 
wasn’t aware. He took an action to approach the relevant colleagues and potentially 
invite them to a future meeting to present. 
 
Finally, the member praised DHL on the electrification of 60% of their road fleet and 
asked if they are considering hydrogen for the other 40%. He asked if AS has input on 
a global front.  
AS will also take away the question on hydrogen and bring response to members.  
 
The Chair suggested that the answers to these questions be presented at a future 
TEP meeting. 
 
Another member raised the issue of hydrogen availability and asked if DHL are 
directly involved in the Hydrogen Supply project. AF responded that the Airport is 
involved in the East Midlands Hydrogen regional partnership, which is designed to 
connect physically with the production, distribution, and consumption of hydrogen. 
The airport recently attended the launch of this partnership. The region has excellent 
opportunities for production at former power station sites including Ratcliffe. In 
terms of consumption, they will be looking at various areas of usage and future plans 
for generation. This is really important now for long term master planning. The 
hydrogen volumes required would be so large that what is needed now is for the 
government, the region and utility companies to be developing plans for 
infrastructure. The member was pleased to hear this. It’s good news that the Airport 
is involved at this early stage, but this issue also needs to be pushed so that private 
companies are involved for investment. He also has concerns on how green the 
processes are. 
 
A member thanked AS for his presentation. He recently attended COP28 where usage 
of SAF was discussed and applauded, apart from where it’s produced in an 
unsustainable way. He used the production of some types of bio diesel as an example 
as the carbon footprint is much worse than that of fossil fuels. He asked how DHL will 
continue to ensure that their supply chain is truly sustainable, and asked how they 
can meet the demand targets set on airlines. AS took an action on this question to 
provide information on DHL’s technical detail and strategy and how this is rolled out 
to front line staff. 
NR added that SAF is an agenda item for the next General meeting. In the UK there is 
a mandate fuels mandate that by 2030 10% of fuel must be SAF. More information 
and detail will be provided at the next meeting. 
 
Action 6 (1): AS (DHL) to provide information on the prospect of hydrogen use for 
the 40% of non-electric vehicles;   
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Action 6 (2): AS to provide information on to what extent DHL use the local rail 
freight hub; 
Action 6 (3): AS to provide information on what proportion of the DHL fleet are using 
Rolls Royce engines.  
Action 6 (4): AS to provide information on DHL’s strategy on SAF and its sustainable 
supply chain in ensuring the use of truly sustainable SAF.  
 
The Chair noted that responses to Actions 6 (1) to 6 (4) would only be expected if the 
information is not commercially sensitive; that the Actions would be for presentation 
to a future TEP meeting and would be added to the ICC Summary of action and 
future agenda items. 
 
A member asked DHL to confirm that safety in the local villages would not be 
sacrificed for delivery targets as parking in villages and speed limits aren’t being 
broken. AS responded that all safety is always their first priority. He talked through 
the daily safety procedures in all areas of the business. All “on road” hours are 
dynamically managed and includes route optimisation. All road vehicles show details 
on the back of how to report any driver issues. 
 

7 Noise Action Plan Update (NAP) 
 
A paper was circulated, taken as read and is available on SharePoint. 
 
The airport has submitted an updated draft Noise Action Plan (2024-2028) to Defra 
and this document is now live on the website (see link above).  This document 
includes a summary of the feedback received during our consultation and our 
response to this. 
 
A member praised the Airport on the process and report and was interested in the 
methods of response. He commented that the videos are excellent and asked the 
Airport to keep making sure that any online forms are very easy to use. AF thanked 
the member for his comments. 
 
A member asked that it be made clear where the revisions on the plan are and that 
he would like to be able to see a record of all points raised and the actions taken and 
why some recommendations haven’t been included in the plan. AF directed the 
member to chapter 17 (page 75), which was introduced as a requirement of the 
legislation behind the NAP to set out what the Airport heard from stakeholders and 
how they have responded.  
 
The member stated that one of his concerns was the lack of precision on some of the 
statements included, stating that only 3 out of 23 action plan notes have anything on 
timescales or specific targets. AF directed the member to the appendix at the back of 
the NAP which lists all actions by date. This information is also in the consultation 
document. 
 

https://assets.live.dxp.maginfrastructure.com/f/73114/x/046342f4bd/ema-noise-action-plan-defra-submission-2024-2028.pdf
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He also stated that he couldn’t see anything in the original plan in terms of a process 
for keeping people up to date. AF advised that one of the actions is that the Airport 
provides an annual progress report. This has already been developed and delivered 
to the MENT subgroup on several occasions.  
 
He reiterated his point on vagueness in certain areas and used the review of training 
flights as an example and gave a quote from the 2013 NAP. He asked why this is still 
in review. AF responded that the review in the last NAP was completed and did lead 
to change. The Airport recognised that stakeholders are calling for further change 
and to do this they need to include an action to enable them to do so. 
 
A member thanked the Airport for having successfully stopped the operation of QC4 
and the further restriction of training flights, AF thanked the airline partners present 
for their assistance in achieving this. 
 
A member asked if the new training flight restrictions begin in January 2024 and if 
the Airport is still looking at overflying of the villages. AF confirmed that the new 
restrictions are from January 2024 and that the definition of villages will be picked up 
as part of the review so that the team can confidently feedback on performance.  
 

8 Future Airspace & SRG 
 
NR took members through a presentation. The report is available on SharePoint. 
 
A member thanked NR for the update. He requested more detailed and accurate 
maps as he has struggled to see the definition on the maps currently available, 
particularly for areas under 4,000 feet. NR confirmed that he will obtain better 
quality maps and advised any local groups who are looking to have specific 
information should let the Airport know so they can tailor the information for the 
‘Inform’ sessions.  
 
A member advised that maps have different scales and asked that a standard scale 
be added to all maps. NR advised this can be amended for the ‘Inform’ sessions. 
 
A member stated that the addition of an ‘Inform’ stage is welcomed. 
 
Action: The Airport to add standardised scale and more detailed to the maps at the 
FAS ‘inform’ sessions in January. 
 

9 CSR Annual Report 
 
AF took members through a presentation. The report is available on SharePoint. 
 
He advised that a diverse group of stakeholders are involved when the complete 
report is being developed. The EMA CSR Report can be found on the website here. 
Group-wide reports are also available on the Airport website should members wish 
to see more detail.  

https://assets.live.dxp.maginfrastructure.com/f/73114/x/862e4fe18a/mag-csr-report-2023-ema-accessible.pdf
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10 Airport update 
 
Papers were circulated, taken as read and are available on SharePoint. 
 
a/ Environment 
 
AF took members through key points of the report which was circulated in advance 
of the meeting. 
 
A member asked for an update on the environment report as part of the Sustainable 
Development Plan (SDP). JB advised this is going through group and individual 
airport processes and internal work will be concluding in the next couple of months. 
It has taken a bit longer than anticipated but an update will be included in each of 
the next round of all ICC meetings and there will then be a public consultation. 
 
b/Planning 
 
JB took members through key points of the report which was circulated in advance of 
the meeting. 
 
A member highlighted the Rushcliffe Local Development Order. He stated that the 
Airport is very responsive but given the nature of the Freeport and its impact, it 
feels, even though each site is separate, like there should be something bigger for 
SEGRO and the Airport site. He asked if there would be a chance to comment on the 
impact of the whole development on the area. JB responded that there is, which 
comes through the Freeport itself. The way the planning process works is that, given 
that there are multiple councils in the area, each local authority will be required to 
consider and determine the applications themselves. Each one will be subject to an 
environmental impact study and as part of that process, an important part of the 
assessment is to look at and consider the cumulative effects of the development. The 
principal cumulative effect in this area is that of traffic and transport. There will be an 
element of joining up those development sites as there will be the consideration 
whether there are cumulative effects of Freeport developments that are in close 
proximity. In relation to the point raised earlier on strategic studies, this work has 
been commissioned by the Freeport to look at both the opportunities and the 
impacts of the development sites as a collective number of developments in the local 
area. The member thanked JB for his response and said he still has questions so he 
will raise this point with JB outside of the meeting. JB is happy to discuss further. 
 
c/ Community Engagement 
 
CH took members through key points of the report which was circulated in advance 
of the meeting. 
 
The community survey will be distributed by email in January 2024. 
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RP thanked SG and his East Midlands team, particularly CH and Stacie for all the hard 
work carried out in the community.  
 
A member praised CH for her hard work on the committee and in the community. 

11 AOB 

• Future planned or proposed items 
 
The Chair reminded members that there is a list of future planned items and asked 
members to contact CH or himself with any suggested agenda items. 

14 Date of the next meeting 
 
• Friday 19th April 2024 
 
There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending and 
declared the meeting closed at 1220 

 


