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Air quality is an important issue across 
the UK and we know that air quality, 
and the effect it can have on health, is 
a concern for communities around East 
Midlands Airport. We are committed to 
minimising emissions and monitoring air 
quality in the local area. 

Aircraft emissions are similar to emissions 
from other forms of transport such as road 
and rail traffic. The main pollutants are 
nitrogen oxides and particulate matter 
(solid particles and liquid droplets in the 
air), which are produced by all combustion 
engines (engines that burn fuel). In the UK, 
road traffic produces most of the emissions 
of nitrogen oxide and particulate matter. 
The Government calculates that aircraft 
contribute around 1% of nitrogen oxide 
emissions and 0.1% of particulate matter 
emissions in the UK. Studies show that 
emissions from aircraft above 1000 metres 
do not cause concern to ground-level air 
quality. Because of this, we only monitor air 
quality on and around the airport.

Independent assessments have found 
that road traffic is the major contributor 
to emissions at the airport and in the 
surrounding area, so we promote 
sustainable transport to and from the airport.

The airport’s 24-hour, seven-day Skylink 
bus network serves over three million  
people each year. The current network 
serves the cities of Derby, Leicester and 
Nottingham, and towns of Loughborough, 
Beeston, Long Eaton, Coalville, Shepshed, 
Ilkeston, Burton on Trent, Swadlincote and 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch.

Along the routes we also serve local 
villages, including Castle Donington, 
Melbourne, Long Whatton, Hathern  
and Kegworth.
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Further growth at the airport is likely 
to increase emissions into the air. 
However, more modern vehicles and 
newer aircraft engines produce far fewer 
emissions. Air quality at and around the 
airport will continue to be well within the 
Government’s guideline values. We will 
continue to work to reduce the effect our 
emissions have on local communities and 
the local environment, and use reduced 
charges to encourage airlines to invest in 
more modern aircraft.

We will continue to reduce emissions  
by doing the following.

 – Using alternative fuel or power  
sources for vehicles on-site already, 
including electric and other ultra-low 
emission vehicles

 – Promoting other ways of travelling  
to and from the airport, such as  
public transport

 – Exploring the ways we manoeuvre 
aircraft on the ground

 – Providing electric charging points for 
electric vehicles 

You can get more general information 
about local air quality from the 
Department for Environment Food & Rural 
Affairs (www.uk-air.defra.gov.uk/air-
pollution/).

ODOURS  
Operations at the airport, such as 
aircraft refuelling, can give rise to 
a distinctive fuel-like odour. This is 
because air is released from aircraft 
fuel tanks when they are filled, and 
this air contains low levels of vapour. 
Although this vapour quickly mixes 

with air – a process which is often 
supported by wind at the airport  
– the harmless odour can sometimes 
be detected nearby. 

Although we can control noise from 
aircraft, and enforce quieter flying during 
the night, there is very little we can do to 

control the odour from aviation fuel and 
engine exhausts. However, manufacturers 
are currently researching low-carbon 
sustainable aviation fuels which will 
also contain less of the materials which 
are responsible for the distinctive odour 
associated with aviation fuel.

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING  
We monitor several environmental 
factors at the airport, including noise 
levels, flight tracks, water quality 
and air quality, to make sure we are 
working within Government guidelines 
and causing as little disruption to 
communities as possible.

Managing our effect on the environment 
in a responsible and effective way is 
central to everything we do. In 2002, we 
became the first airport in the UK to be 
certified to the ISO14001 international 
environmental management standard. 
To maintain this certification, we have an 

environmental management system which 
is independently audited every six months. 
We have maintained our certification since 
2002, which demonstrates our continued 
environmental commitments.

JETTISONING FUEL  
Jettisoning (releasing) fuel is an 
emergency procedure, and so is rare. 
It only needs to be carried out if an 
aircraft develops a problem shortly 
after take-off and needs to reduce 
its weight in preparation for an 
emergency landing. Not all aircraft 
can jettison fuel, and most modern 

aircraft will burn the excess fuel 
before landing. In exceptional cases 
an aircraft will make an overweight 
landing, still carrying the fuel.

The procedure for releasing fuel is 
managed with Air Traffic Control and 
regulated by the Civil Aviation Authority. 
In most circumstances, aircraft would 

release the fuel over unpopulated areas – 
generally over the sea – and at an altitude 
of 6,000 feet or more. This means that 
the fuel will vaporise and disperse over 
a large area. The Civil Aviation Authority 
keep a record of when aircraft have had to 
release fuel.
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