
 
Manchester Airport Future Airspace 

Stakeholder Reference Group (SRG) 

Minutes of the Stakeholder Reference Group held at the Manchester Airport 

Hilton Hotel on Friday 14th February 2020 at 1pm 

Present: 

Steve Wilkinson, Chair  
Ruth Turner, Womens Interests representative  
Emily Brough, Highways, Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council 
John Mayhew, National Air Traffic Service 
George Lane, Manchester Airport Chaplaincy 
Peter Burns, Manchester Airport Consultative Committee 
Lorraine Sinclair-Evans, Representative complainant 
 
Apologies: 

Linton Foat, Commercial Pilot, Thomas Cook Airlines  
Chris Fletcher, Chamber of Commerce 
Lynn French, Macclesfield College 
Paul Bailey, Environmental Health Officed, Oldham Council Metropolitan Borough Council 
Cllr Quentin Abel, Cheshire East Borough Council 
 

Attending: 

Wendy Sinfield, Community Relations Manager, Manchester Airport 
David Foote, Manchester Airport 
Sam Carty, Public Affairs Manager, Manchester Airport 
Rachel Lopata, The Consultation Institute 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
Steve Wilkinson, Chair welcomed members and officers to the meeting of the 
Manchester Airport Future Airspace Stakeholder Reference Group.  
 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 
These were agreed as a true record and there were no matters arising. 
 

3. Presentation by David Foote, Environment Manager, Manchester Airport  
David Foote, Environment Manager, gave a presentation outlining the 
CAP1616 changes in the latest version of the document at the various stages 
of the programme. Copies of the revised document were made available for 
SRG members. 
 



 

David’s slides will be circulated with these minutes. In summary the changes 
bring into the CAP 1616 process any airspace changes called planned and 
permanent redistribution of air traffic or PPR. These changes would occur 
through changes in air traffic control operational procedure. 
 
This change to CAP1616 does not affect the work of the SRG in relation the 
airport’s airspace change process and was provided for information only. 
 

4. Presentation by Wendy Sinfield, Customer Relations Manager, 
Manchester Airport – Stage 1B submission and progress 

Wendy gave a presentation providing the following: 

 A recap of the Stage 1 engagement activities.  
 The design principles that were developed based on this engagement. 
 The submission process and feedback received from CAA. 
 A reminder of how the SRG’s input had supported the process. 

A copy of Wendy’s slides will be circulated with these minutes. 

Ruth asked how the second round of focus groups had been selected and 
suggested that perhaps those not invited should have had the process 
explained to them and been told that they will have further opportunities to 
engage in the future. ACTION: Wendy agreed that this would be 
communicated in future. 

The Chair asked Wendy how other airports are progressing with the CAP 
1616 process. Wendy reported that she believes Liverpool, Heathrow and 
Gatwick are entering Stage 3. Edinburgh have been knocked back at Stage 1.  

5. Presentation by Wendy Sinfield, Customer Relations Manager, 
Manchester Airport – Stage 2 Plans 

Wendy gave a second presentation outlining current plans for Stage 2 
engagement activity. A copy of Wendy’s slides will be circulated with these 
minutes. 

The hope is for the airport to make their submission for Stage 2 in August 
2020, however the design stage, following the design principles. The airport 
has delayed submission from May to August because the design stage is 
taking a long time. They are waiting to hear the date when the CAA can 
process the airport’s delayed Stage 2 submission.  All delays will affect 
delivery of the whole timetable. 

The first round of engagement for Stage 2 is expected to happen in April. It 
will cover around 650 people, made up as follows: 

 Questionnaire respondents wishing to ‘keep in touch’ – 500; 
 Focus Group respondents – enhanced with Faith and Education 

representatives – 100; 
 Renewed offer to Borough and Parish Councils.- 50  



 

The main approach will be Round Table events for up to 50 respondents. 
SRG members will be welcome to attend and observe. People will be asked to 
look at and comment on swathes for potential routes and ‘no go areas.’ 
ACTION: Wendy to provide dates and details for April engagement 
activities. 

A second stage will go back to a proportion of those that take part, likely to be 
in June / July.  

The feedback gathered will allow the airport to shortlist a selection of preferred 
routes. The process for making this selection must be approved by the CAA in 
Stage 2.  After passing the Stage 2 gateway the airport will commission 
Osprey to develop more detail and undertake environmental impact studies on 
the shortlisted options.  These will be used for a full consultation at Stage 3; 
likely to be in early 2021 

Members of the group raised the following points and questions:  

 How much detail will people be able to see at Stage 2? 

Wendy responded that they will be able to show maps and share rough 
population numbers represented within the swathes. Members said 
they would like to these maps to show more detail of what was on the 
ground, at least to show towns and villages. 

 A member raised the point that it will be much more difficult to engage 
with those not currently overflown as, not having been affected in the 
past, they may be less aware of the issues and less inclined to think 
about how it might affect them. 

It was agreed that this would be a vital point to consider carefully for 
the full consultation at Stage 3. If options developed do fly over areas 
that have not previously been overflown, the airport will need to make 
extra efforts to include residents in these areas. ACTION: Airport to 
build this into their planning for Stage 3. 

Members raised the point that the airport will need to look at and 
consider timings of other key consultations going on in the area that 
may overlap, including HS2, Greater Manchester Clean Air Plan and 
the Spatial Framework consultations. ACTION: Airport to ascertain 
and consider timings of these consultations. 

Wendy said that the airport is looking for good venues for the upcoming 
engagement events and was considering The Forum in Wythenshawe. 
Some other suggestions were given, including: 

 Mere Golf Club 
 Heald Green Village Hall 
 Mere Parish Club 
 Faith venues – especially when reaching out to inter -faith 

groups. George said he would be able to assist. 



 

6. SRG closed discussion 

The Chair invited general comments about what had been heard and any 
other issues. 

 SRG members commented that some of the information provided 
about CAP 1616 and PPR had been very technical. 

 Expenses for travel to SRG meetings were discussed and Rachel 
confirmed that these could be claimed. Members wishing to claim 
expenses at future meetings should keep receipts and Rachel will bring 
a claim form. Any members wishing to claim for this meeting can 
contact Rachel by email.   

 SRG members commented that future meeting notifications should not 
be sent as Outlook calendar appointments because not all members 
use Outlook. Meeting invitations and confirmations should simply be 
notified by email. ACTION: Rachel to note and work this way in 
future. 

 Members expressed disappointment at the number of SRG members 
not attending and agreed it would be worth checking future intentions 
and continued interest with a review to adding members to the SRG if 
necessary. ACTION: Rachel to speak to members not attending 
and ascertain their intentions. 

 
7. Next meeting 

 Date to be agreed – likely to be May 2020. 

 


