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East Midlands Airport 
Independent Consultative Committee (ICC) 

Monitoring, Environment, Noise and Track (MENT) Sub-Committee 
Friday 30 April 2021 

Via MS Teams 
 

Present  

ICC Secretariat Mrs H Booth 

  

Organisation  

Derbyshire County Council Cllr N Atkin (Chair) 

Leicestershire County Council Cllr T Pendleton 

Kings Newton Residents Association Mr S Leech 

Melbourne Civic Society Dr P Grimley 

PAIN – People Against Intrusive Noise Mrs P Beddoe 

WHICH Dr A Manhire & Mr I Jones 
(Observer) 

DHL Aviation Ltd Mr A O’Neill 

  

East Midlands Airport (EMA)  

Group Head of Environment Mr A Freeman 

Group Flight Evaluation Unit (FEU) Manager Mr D Smith 

MAG Planning Manager Mr J Bottomley 

Terminal Operations Director Mr G Moss 

EMA Environment & Utilities Manager Ms H Chana 

EMA Community Engagement Manager Ms C Hempson 

  

Apologies  

Nottinghamshire County Council Cllr A Brown 

Loughborough University Dr A Timmis 

 
The meeting commenced at 1000. 
 

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and no declarations of interest were 

raised. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

 
The Committee approved the minutes of the last meeting held on 29 January 

2021 as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

2a. Matters arising 

 
The Chair confirmed appointment of a new Independent Chair from 10 May 

2021, subject to formalisation of a contract. The Chair observed the forthcoming 

update on DFT night flight policy consultation and it was confirmed that a 

separate meeting had occurred between interested ICC members and EMA to 

develop technical reporting standards. 
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3. Chairman’s Comments – Matters referred to the Sub Committee 

 The Chair informed of a recent approach by Derby Railway Angling Club, to be 

discussed later in the agenda. 

4. Environment Reports and quarterly reports 

 
Duncan Smith (DS) gave a summary presentation of the detailed reports, which 

were taken as read, to highlight key operational trend data, methods of 

measurement and purpose of insight including continuous climb operation 

(CCO), continuous descent operations (CDO) and departure track keeping. It 

was noted that track compliance is generally at a level of 90% and above, 

however compliance issues on the Trent departure routes from Runway 09 have 

been identified. Members discussed the solution, which would be considered by 

the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) to be an airspace change. It was agreed that 

running two concurrent airspace change proposals would not be ideal, and that 

the existing Future Airspace project would bring the procedure changes to 

improve track compliance. 

The Chair enquired as to who has ultimate control of a flight path. DS 

summarised that the airport is responsible for the design of departure routes 

which are published on ‘plates’. These are then programmed into the flight 

management systems of aircraft approved navigational database providers on 

behalf of airlines. 

A discussion followed on night freight movements, noise penalties and 

surcharges, complaints and the benefits of reporting in percentages but observed 

challenges in comprehending the volume of concerns. The Chair recommended 

geographical reporting of complaints and acknowledged challenges in postcode 

and boundary application. 

Action: EMA to review the approach to reporting of complaints, with 

potential to include numbers over percentages and geographical reports. 

 

A discussion followed on noise compliance, obligations and barriers to delivery; 

with QC4 aircraft legally allowed to operate and a need to incentivise out usage 

in partnership with operators. A worst to best ranking of operators when it comes 

to noise compliance was welcomed by members. 

DS presented remaining slides relating to training flights, their definition, 

monitoring and reporting mechanisms. It was enquired if RAF activity is recorded 

within the presented maps and DS confirmed inclusion of any aircraft penetrating 

the highlighted zones. 

5. NAP Progress report 

 
Adam Freeman (AF) advised that the accompanying paper provides insight to 

the noise action plan including context around the noise benefits stemming from 

a preferential runway policy and a roadmap of intended actions and 

developments over the next 12 months. Having established a strong foundation 

of reliable, high-quality data, AF confirmed to be moving forward in driving 
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behavioural change and with around 40% of commitments delivered, estimated 

around 20% to be dependent on change proposals incorporated within the 

Future Airspace programme.  

AF discussed compliance league tables, noise certification and positive 

reinforcement of airlines by way of a recognition scheme. With a keenness to re-

engage in education, AF highlighted work to include noise-related STEM content 

for the Aerozone, Plain English environmental information sheets and a website 

content review. 

Members commended progress on the Melbourne noise monitor, but some 

perceived the report to be more aligned to technical elements over noise. 

Challenges were acknowledged in noise reduction progress due to safety related 

measures. AF invited continual feedback for development of the report and 

informed of current and planned mitigations around airframes, clean profiling and 

learning from wider industry. 

The Chair noted a forthcoming presentation by the Independent Commission on 

Civil Aviation Noise (ICCAN). 

6. Department for Transport (DfT) night flight restrictions consultation 

 
AF highlighted a 31 May deadline by the DfT for the consultation phase in 

development of a national night flights policy and, with Government considering 

locally agreed vs. centrally imposed controls, outlined intention to develop a 

regime that meets the needs of the airport whilst respecting local communities. 

AF presented the consolidated MAG response in summary and confirmed that 

DfT have invited consultation on either an individual or collective basis. 

Action: to aid the membership in their reading on the DfT consultation on 

night flight restrictions, AF agreed to share the presentation slides. 

7. Surface water management update 

 
Harena Chana (HC) presented an update on surface water management, 

detailing airport drainage systems, the purpose and function of balancing ponds 

and results of a recent LCC hydrological study. HC highlighted works undertaken 

in 2020 to support the River Trent including removal of silt build up, encroaching 

vegetation and coppice of a willow tree, with the only outstanding action around 

installation of a hazel hurdle which requires specialist guidance due to conditions 

of the riverbed. HC informed of a recent pollution related incident in Diseworth 

Brook, confirmed to have engaged with the Environment Agency and taken 

appropriate actions. 

The Chair reported a list of detailed questions from the Derby Railway Angling 

Club on conditions of local rivers. 

Action: EMA to address the list of detailed questions of the Derby Railway 

Angling Club via the Environmental Team and report back to the ICC. 
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Members commended the increased maintenance level of close by natural water 

sources and considered potential outfall from airport activity on a wider 

geographical scale. Discussion followed on the process of oxygenation, 

Environment Agency stipulations, surveys of drainage and future reporting. 

8. Airspace modernisation update 

 
AF advised that having previously set principles and parameters of the project, 

and having been successful in obtaining Government funding, talks were 

underway with the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) to establish a co-ordinated 

remobilisation across the UK which, once mapped, will be shared with the 

committee. 

9. Update on noise and planning 

 
With limited time for discussion the report was taken as read and the 

presentation was deferred to the next meeting. 

10. Date of next meeting(s) 

 
1 October – MENT 

15 October – TEP 

4 November – ICC General 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 1210. 


