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East Midlands Airport 
Independent Consultative Committee (ICC) 

General Meeting 
Friday 4th March 2022 

Via MS Teams 

Present: 

Independent Chair Mr G Liguori (Chair) 

Independent Secretariat Ms C Harrison 

Organisation 

Melbourne Civic Society / Vice-Chair Dr P Grimley (Vice-Chair) 

Derbyshire County Council Cllr M Ford 

Charnwood Borough Council Cllr T Barkley  

Kings Newton Residents Association Mr S Leech 

Leicestershire County Council Cllr T Pendleton 

PAIN – People Against Intrusive Noise Mr R Sutton 

WINGS Mr J Snee  

DHL Aviation Ltd Mr A O’Neill 

Royal Mail Mr J Allsopp 

WHICH Dr A Manhire and Mr I Jones 

Loughborough University Dr A Timmis 

Erewash Borough Council Cllr R Parkinson 

CPRE Notts & Rushcliffe Mrs B Walker 

Nottinghamshire County Council Cllr M Barney  

Save Aston Village Environment (SAVE) Mr E Green 

Rushcliffe Borough Council Cllr A Edyvean 

Derbyshire Association of Local Councils Cllr S Marbrow 

South Derbyshire District Council Cllr S Taylor 

Leicestershire & Rutland Association of Local Councils Cllr A Sowter 

JobCentre Plus Ms J Alton 

Derby City Council Cllr M Barker 

Rushcliffe Borough Council Cllr A Edyvean 

Derby College Ms R Benn 

Prospect Mr I Kelly 

East Midlands Airport (EMA) 

EMA Managing Director Mrs C James 

Group CSR and Airspace Change Director Mr N Robinson 

EMA Assets Director Mr P Morris 

EMA Customer Service and Security Director Mr M Grimes 

Head of ESG and Environmental Strategy Mr A Freeman 

MAG Head of Community Engagement Mr R Pattison 

Group Head of Planning Services Mr A Andrew 

Future Airspace Consultation Senior Project Manager Miss S Robinson 
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EMA Community Engagement Manager Ms C Hempson 

Head of Public Affairs Stansted and EMA Mr J Chapman 

MAG Head of Customer Communications Ms L Hughes 

EMA Landside Operations Manager Mr P Bradley 

EMA Airport Duty Manager Mr D Cooper 

Apologies 

East Midlands Chamber of Commerce Mr I Evley 

 
The meeting commenced at 1000. 
  
1. Welcome and Apologies 
 The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and noted apologies from Ian Evley 

2. Declaration of Interests 
 No declarations of interest were raised at this time (see item 6). 

3. Minutes of the last meeting 
 The minutes of the last meeting were approved.   

 a. Matters arising 
 The Chair confirmed that the actions arising from the previous minutes were 

addressed within the agenda. 

A member raised a question about the public consultation of the freeport.  This was 
discussed in full under the MD’s report. 

4. An update by the Chair 
 The Chair welcomed all new members to the meeting, Ruth Benn from Derby College, 

Stella Scott, CEO Erewash CDS, Jo Alton from Jobseekers in DWP and Ian Kelly from 
PROSPECT Trade Union.  These members have been invited to join the TEP committee. 

Due to the timing of elections for membership to sub-committees it is not possible to 
formally include these new members on the TEP as full voting members, however, 
they will be invited to attend future TEP meetings as non-voting members until the 
next elections.  

The Chair attended the UKACC conference in November, and his membership of 
Working Group was accepted. The conference provided the opportunity to bring 
questions to the CAA and DFT regarding future plans.  He also attended ‘Connecting 
the Dots’, an interesting conference on an overview of sustainable transport in the 
Midlands.   The Chair will be attending as the ‘Zero Emission Flight Infrastructure 
Showcase’  

The Chair confirmed that future meetings would be face to face, starting with the next 
main ICC on 24 June.  A member asked about parking arrangements and PB said this 
could be arranged. 

The Chair asked for all members of the ICC to contribute to a forward plan document 
that would contain dates for anniversaries and key events.  This would be a living 
document, updated regularly.  
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ACTION – meeting room and parking arrangements to be confirmed to members. 

ACTION – a forward plan of meetings and key annual events to be made known to the 
Chair by its members. 

ACTION - A review of the attendance of Committee members would be undertaken 
by the Chair 

5. Managing Director’s report 
 The Managing Director’s report was taken as read with key themes highlighted, 

including: 

The half-yearly report shows that as a result of Omicron this has been another year of 
loss and challenges.  The look-ahead is more positive with the lifting of restrictions. 
Half term saw load factors at 85-100% on routes flown. There is an expectation of 75-
80% of pre-Covid passenger numbers this summer.    

Recruitment is currently the biggest challenge.  A job fair on 26th February was 
positively received by employers but low attendance compared to previous years.  
Employment in the region is 85% with only 3% unemployed, while regionally 
vacancies are at a record high. 

Cargo continues to perform well.  All details can be seen in the report. 

This summer will see the recommencement of the Meet and Greet service and Escape 
Lounge. 

The topic of Freeports has been in the news this week.  In response to the Outline 
Business Case the Government asked for a review and resubmission of the East 
Midlands Airport and Gateway Industrial Cluster (EMAGIC) tax site.  This work was 
conducted in a very short timescale and the revised site was submitted.  On 1st March 
the submission was approved by Government.  On 22nd March 2022 tax sites will be 
designated in statute and businesses can avail themselves of the associated tax 
incentives.  The airport is the port enabler and sits on the Freeport board as the 
principal port.  Work on the Freeport final business case continues around governance 
issues and the final submission will be mid-April. 

A member raised concerns about the recent announcement that land owned by EMA 
outside of the operational area, south of the A453 would now be a part of the 
Freeport tax site.  This question was raised at the ICC meeting in May 2021 and at that 
time members were told that no land south of A453 would be used.  However, the 
member reported that it had come to light that in October 2020 EMA and SEGRO 
promoted the development of this land as part of the Freeport bid. EMA responded 
that initially as part of the Expression of Interest the land was included for 
consideration to be part of the Freeport site but this land was subsequently taken out.  
As part of discussions with the Government over the last few months EMA was asked 
to reconsider including this land as freeports are required to have a certain number 
of hectares, and without this land the East Midlands Freeport would not qualify.  EMA 
reiterated that any development of that land would be totally within the local 
planning process.  Members expressed concern and disappointment that there had 
been no consultation or communication with local communities.   EMA explained that 
this was due to the speed of the process as dictated by Treasury, with a review 
requested over the past 4-6 weeks.  EMA confirmed that the decision was made with 
reluctance but that it was necessary for the freeport bid to succeed.   
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A member expressed concern about the working of the ICC, quoting s35 of the Civil 
Aviation Act.  The member said that the Airport needed to provide “adequate facilities 
for consultation” in matters which “affect their interest”.  and that the lack of 
consultation regarding the development of airport land south of the A453 may have 
breached the Act.   The Chair suggested that a timeline of actions might be helpful to 
provide context to the decision-making process. 

A member mentioned that Midlands Connect had identified land west of EMA for a 
link road between A50 and A42, but that the North West Leicester District Council 
strategic plan showed a number of developments around the airport, and this showed 
a lack of ‘joined up thinking’.  EMA agreed to look into the Midland Connect proposals.  

A member asked about the impact on local residents of the freeport decision in terms 
of local planning.  EMA confirmed that there is currently no planning application on 
this land and any development of land would be subject to the normal planning 
process. 

A member confirmed the fast pace of the process had been driven by the Treasury.  
Land owned by Uniper had been subject to a short one-month consultation albeit 
briefly, an LDO (Local Development Order) for Rushcliffe Borough Council.   A member 
confirmed that the Local Development Order that is going through Rushcliffe Borough 
Council only applies to land owned by Uniper. 

NR reiterated the point about the very short timescales and consultation and 
suggested that EMA bring an update and timeline to a future meeting. 

ACTION – EMA to produce a timeline of actions and decisions relating to the Freeport 
bid to a future ICC meeting 

A member voiced concern that ICC meeting timings was not an excuse for the lack of 
consultation.  He asked for consideration to be given to the road network in the rural 
areas. 

The Chair suggested greater use of email to improve communications between 
meetings and suggested that the frequency of meetings may have to be reviewed.  He 
thanked the MD for the detailed update and welcomed future engagement. 

 
6. Sustainable Development Plan 
 The Chair introduced Alastair Andrew, Head of Planning Team who was presenting 

the item on behalf of Jon Bottomley.  The report was taken as read. 

AA talked members through a presentation on EMA’s approach to the Sustainable 
Development Plan process and the timescales involved. 

ACTION – members requested a copy of the slides - completed 

A member asked what the Materiality Survey was, and EMA responded that it is an 
assessment that is run every couple of years to rank what stakeholders see as 
important to them.  All members should have received the survey by email from 
external consultants Simply Sustainable.   A number of members confirmed they had 
not received the link. 

ACTION – EMA agreed to resend the Materiality Survey link immediately - completed 
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A member stated that the plan achieved the result of ‘talking’ but that local people 
with real issues want to see real action. AA responded that the SDP is the document 
that tries to balance all the issues for the benefit of everyone, but EMA took the point 
that some people would always have strong views. 

A member raised concerns about noise and noise monitoring as he was getting more 
noise complaints from his constituents, particularly in Breaston and Long Eaton.   AF 
said noise monitor locations had been agreed at MENT and that EMA would be 
working with local parish representatives to agree a location for a temporary noise 
monitor between Long Eaton and Breaston over the coming months. 

A member asked whether planning permission for the Melbourne noise monitor had 
been obtained yet, and whether all power generated from wind turbines is used by 
the airport and not sent to the National Grid.  It was confirmed that all power 
generated by the turbines was used by the airport.  It was confirmed the planning 
application had not yet been submitted. 

A member queried the level of trust between certain sectors of the community and 
the airport and stated that the airport appeared to do very little to protect the 
residents by not imposing proper fines on noisy aircraft.   EMA responded by thanking 
the member for being so candid.  EMA was aware that its cargo operations generated 
night noise which caused noise disturbance for local residents.  However, EMA 
continued to deliver against a wide range of Noise Action Plan commitments including 
imposing night noise fines and it took the issue of noise very seriously.  

 

7. Future Airspace and SRG 
 NR shared a presentation and thanked members for their patience with the process.  

The process started in 2019 with Stage 1, however due to the pandemic this had been 
paused.  The presentation included a short video and then the next steps.  A timeline 
showed what had been completed and the future plan. 

The Chair outlined the role of the Strategic Reference Group (SRG), for which he is the 
independent Chair, and asked for expressions of interest from members in being the 
ICC representative on this group.  

A member asked whether there would be any implication for light aircraft, and it was 
confirmed that this was one of the considerations being looked at as part of the 
process. 

NR then introduced Sandra Robinson as Project Manager, for EMA Future Airspace.  

8. Airline Fleet Evolution  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AO talked through a presentation, including an insight into DHL’s investment in the 
fleet at EMA, their sustainability targets, and their commitment to reducing their 
impact on the environment.  

A member commented that the presentation was impressive and asked what the 
percentage of old generation and new generation aircraft was.  DHL stated they don’t 
have percentages; however more new generation aircraft are being introduced 
gradually into the fleet at EMA.  DHL have just invested in another four 777’s and they 
aim to bring them into service as quickly as they can. 
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A member asked whether there was any concern that they may be undercut by other 
operators.  AO responded that investment in cleaner aircraft as well as sustainable 
aviation fuel was the way forward. DHL want to be at the forefront, and they expect 
other airlines would eventually follow. 

A member asked whether all the 30 aircraft mentioned were owned by DHL or 
whether some were leased.  AO responded that there was always a mixture. 

A member requested that the presentation be shared. 

ACTION – EMA to share presentation with all members - completed 

A member commented very positively on the presentation and questioned whether 
there was any technical data available for the Alice electric aircraft.  AO agreed to 
share the online links to the data. 

A member asked about the QC2 limit and queried whether EMA would consider 
banning QC2 in the future.  AO commented that from DHL’s perspective such a ban 
would mean cutting out lots of newer generation aircraft from the fleet, as QC2 is 
considered a draconian limit.   

AF added that the 777 was designated before Chapter 14 was introduced but that it 
in fact meets Chapter 14 standards.  Use of the 777 is to be commended.  Aerologic 
for example only operate 777s and therefore all Chapter 14 compliant.  The reason 
that it is a QC2 on departure is driven by the fact that the aircraft needs to carry a lot 
of fuel.  The dry weight plus fuel plus load means that it cannot take off as a QC1 but 
is actually QC2 when fully loaded.  QC2 is still a stretching target for wide-bodied 
aircraft. 

The Chair thanked AO for his presentation. 

9. Melbourne Civic Society Annual Report  

 The report was presented by PG and taken as read.  It was noted that PG was speaking 
in his capacity as a representative of Melbourne Civic Society and not as Vice-Chair. 

Paul commented that EMA is in a privileged position with no night noise restrictions 
but does have a responsibility to fly at night as quietly as possible.  However, due to 
QC4 operations, there are more noisy aircraft operating now than pre-covid and 
surcharges are making little impact on airlines’ behaviour. He requested that EMA 
take some serious actions regarding noise issues at EMA and implement more robust 
controls.  He requested that EMA consider a complete ban on all QC4 operations.  AF 
thanked PG for the comprehensive report and reiterated the point that EMA are 
committed to reducing the noise impact, summarising all NAP actions being 
undertaken.  

AF replied to the point about QC4 in the MCS report that EMA is not the only airport 
to fly QC4 at night.  The level of surcharge, is £2500, not £2000 as stated in the MCS 
report.  On the Noise Action Plan (NAP) AF said that the NAP is a 5-year plan from 
2019 to 2023.  EMA is now halfway through this, and over 55% of commitments 
delivered.   

A member requested a future MENT agenda item looking in more depth at 
surcharges. 

ACTION – Item on noise surcharges to be added to future MENT Agenda   
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A member asked whether the noise penalties were comparable to the other airports 
in the league table, and what action was being taken against those at the bottom of 
the league table.   The Chair referred this to the MENT sub-committee. 

10. Airport Update   

 The Environment report was taken as read.  It was noted that the climate change 
adaptation report would be an agenda item at a future meeting.  Since the paper was 
produced, there had been an update from the DFT that they would be updating their 
environment strategy ahead of the summer. 

The Planning report was taken as read. 

Community Engagement – CH updated members on the special funding projects for 
the Airport Community Fund. As members are aware from previous reports, due to 
additional surcharges coming into the Community Fund there were two special 
funding projects. The Eco-Garden School Competition press launch would be on 
Tuesday 8th March. The competition will be open to all schools in the Community Fund 
area of benefit.  There is a dedicated page on the airport website and over 300 schools 
on the airport mailing database will be contacted by email along with key 
stakeholders, including local parish councils and education authorities. The Airport 
Community Fund has also teamed up with external organisations such as the 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust for this competition which aims to encourage biodiversity 
within schools.  £120,000 from Community Funds has been ringfenced for this project.  
The round 2 of the Low Carbon Energy Fund, would be launched soon.  The 
Community Fund Committee has worked with MAG’s Flight Evaluation Team to 
identify the most affected communities that will be eligible.  Parish Council clerks in 
these areas would be contacted in the next few weeks for Expressions of Interest.  

11. AOB 
 A member commented that the meeting had been dominated by local issues with a 

view that EMA is not seen to be taking action on local issues and apologised to 
members who were not local.   

A member raised awareness of a consultation on cycle routes connecting the airport 
via the Freeport site to Clifton and Nottingham.  Some members were aware, but the 
Chair requested further information which the member agreed to provide. 

The MD of EMA responded to the Vice Chair’s comments to say that it is not EMA’s 
intention to appear that they are not listening.  EMA is listening and working in trying 
times and would seek to improve communications.  EMA reassured members they 
have taken their comments on board. 

12. Date of next ICC General meeting(s) 
 Friday 24 June 2022 – Venue, East Midlands Airport Aerozone (Education Centre) 

Friday 28 October 2022 

 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 12:28. 

 


