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East Midlands Airport 
Independent Consultative Committee (ICC) 

General Meeting 
Friday 28 May 2021 

Via MS Teams 

Present: 

Independent Chair Mr G Liguori (Chair) 

Independent Secretariat Mrs H Booth 

Organisation 

Derbyshire County Council / Vice-Chair Cllr M Ford (Vice-Chair) 

Leicestershire County Council Cllr T Pendleton 

Kings Newton Residents Association Mr S Leech 

Melbourne Civic Society Dr P Grimley 

PAIN – People Against Intrusive Noise Mrs P Beddoe 

WHICH Mr I Jones (observer) 

Wings Mr J Snee 

DHL Aviation Ltd Mr A O’Neill 

Loughborough University Dr A Timmis 

Erewash Borough Council Cllr R Parkinson 

CPRE Notts & Rushcliffe Mrs B Walker 

Nottinghamshire County Council Cllr M Barney 

Save Aston Village Environment (SAVE) Mr E Green 

Rushcliffe Borough Council Cllr A Edyvean 

Derbyshire Association of Local Councils Cllr S Marbrow 

South Derbyshire District Council Cllr S Taylor 

Derby City Council Cllr M Barker 

Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local 
Councils 

Cllr A Sowter 

East Midlands Airport (EMA) 

EMA Managing Director Mrs C James 

Group CSR and Airspace Change Director Mr N Robinson 

Group Head of Community Engagement Mr R Pattison 

EMA Terminal Operations Director Mr G Moss 

EMA Asset Maintenance Director Mr T Price 

EMA Head of Terminal Operations Mr U Khalid 

Group Planning Manager Mr J Bottomley 

Head of Public Affairs Mr J Chapman 

EMA Operations Manager – Car Parks Mr P Bradley 

EMA Community Engagement Manager Ms C Hempson 

Apologies 

Royal Mail Mr G Kelly 

Wings Mr I Robertson 
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WHICH Dr A Manhire 

Group Head of Environment Mr A Freeman 

 
The meeting commenced at 1000. 
  
1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 
 

The Vice-Chair reported to have recently taken over from Neil Atkin as 

representative for Derbyshire County Council and welcomed all to the meeting. 

Apologies were reported as recorded and no declarations of interest were raised. 

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 
 

The Committee approved the minutes of the last meeting held on 26 February 

2021 as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 a. Matters arising 
 

The Vice-Chair reviewed actions from the previous meeting, acknowledged 

challenges and subsequent delays in EMA obtaining statistics from operators 

relating to specific cargo and confirmed that any remaining actions were on the 

agenda for discussion. 

Action: EMA to review and report on what precious metals are coming in 

via air shipments and on what proportion of the additional 50,000 tonnes of 

freight during 2020 was attributed to transportation/supply of PPE. 

Note: It was agreed that due to challenges in obtaining commercial detail, this 

action will conclude if information is not available for the next meeting.  

3. Chairman’s Report 
 

Further to recent elections and changes in local authority representation, the 

Vice-Chair recorded thanks to all departed members and welcomed new 

members to their first meeting, including the newly installed Independent Chair of 

the ICC, Guido Liguori, who proceeded to take the Chair. 

The Chair thanked those that had supported his on boarding to date and gave a 

short introduction detailing personal background and experience in airport 

community engagement. A champion of proactive engagement across the 

sector, the Chair recommended strong relationships with organisations such as 

the UK Airport Consultative Committees (UKACCs), the Independent 

Commission on Civil Aviation Noise (ICCAN) and Department for Transport (DfT) 

to proactively inform discussions; sharing the unique perspective of the Midlands 

to add value and context. The Chair detailed next steps in the on boarding 

process, welcomed 1:1 sessions with members and informed of an intention to 

survey members around current and/or existing practices. 

 

4. Managing Director’s Report 
 

Clare James (CJ) presented the Managing Directors Report, highlighting that 

current passenger activity levels are not sustainable for the airport and although 

an increase is projected for the summer months, the lack of clarity provided by 
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Government in application of the red, amber, green status of countries present 

further challenges. Other key points included: 

- 17 May marked the return of passenger travel for any countries on the 

Government’s approved lists. Ryanair is currently the only operator flying 

and a meaningful summer season is dependent on further countries, such 

as Spain, Greece and Italy, being added to the approved lists.  

- As one of only 3 recipients of the CAA Covid Secure accreditation to IATA 

standards, the tremendous effort to prepare the terminal and surrounding 

infrastructure for the return of passengers has been recognised. 

- The East Midlands Development Corporation continues in its aim to 

promote growth and development in the local economy, with a board 

being established to take this forward ahead of Government approval of 

their recently submitted business case. 

- With the Future Airspace programme paused through the pandemic; EMA 

remobilisation currently anticipated to commence early 2022.  

With UPS having moved into a newly built facility, CJ confirmed that 

commercially sensitive talks were underway to secure a new tenant. A 

discussion followed on the Development Corporation and possible overlap with 

the Freeport project. It was advised that these initiatives are complimentary not 

competing and it is believed that the management of both are aligned to each 

other. Members expressed frustration at the delay in remobilisation of the Future 

Airspace programme. 

Members highlighted a recent increase in parking fees, speculated resulting 

public perception and voiced frustration at a lack in suitable signage. A pre-

existing action from TEP was highlighted in publicising the free 1-hour stay 

facility and it was agreed to conduct a review of the increase in fees. 

Action: EMA to review the recent increase in parking fees. 

The Chair thanked CJ for the report and commended achievement of the 
COVID-19 Secure accreditation. 
 

 

5. Freeport update 
 

Jon Bottomley (JB) presented an update outlining the Freeport journey to date, 

how it works and what it means for the region. With much of any development 

taking place outside of the airport, JB advised the airport will support connectivity 

and that any airport land identified for tax sites is land located within operational 

areas of the airport only, with no anticipated developments outside of these 

operational areas. A board and business case are being established to facilitate 

and take forward next steps of the wider Freeport project.  

A discussion followed on the impact to villages, green growth policy and the 

move to carbon neutral, with concern raised at the significant environmental 

impacts of air freight. 
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Action: ICC SEC to support members in their reading, it was agreed for 

presentation slides of the Freeport update to be circulated with the minutes 

of the meeting. 

 

6. Airport update 
 

The reports circulated were taken as read and the Chair invited any subsequent 

questions or related items for discussion. 

a. Environment 

Having observed older and louder aircrafts in operation, members queried the 

accuracy of reporting and discussed the scale of charges and further actions or 

consequences for repeated failures in compliance. 

It was advised that a public report will be issued as part of the night flight 

consultation and that fines will continue to be monitored and reviewed to best 

encourage considerate practice. 

b. Planning 

c. Traffic Statistics 

d. Community Engagement 

It was reported that due to a recent retirement a vacancy had arisen on the 

Community Fund Committee. Following initial consideration of two nominations, 

it was concluded that Cllr A Edyvean would take up the role. 

 

7. Meeting facilitation and future preferences 
 

With time constraints limiting the opportunity for active discussion, the Chair 

invited thoughts by email. 

Action: All to submit any thoughts to the Chair on the future of meeting 

facilitation as we move out of lockdown 

 

8. Date of next meeting(s) 
  

 1 October – MENT 

15 October – TEP 

4 November – ICC General 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 1210. 

 


