
WHAT IS THE  
COMMUNITY FUND?
The EMA Community Fund was established in April 2002 and by 
31st March 2022 it has donated £1,351,085 to 1,543 projects, to 
bring lasting benefit to the communities around the airport. 

The Community Fund awards grants to support eligible projects that have a lasting 
community, social, educational or environmental benefit and can award a maximum 
of £2,000 per application looking for tangible items of lasting value. 

1ST APRIL 2021 TO 31ST MARCH 2022

More information about our EMA Community Fund is available on our website here 
which includes deadline dates for applications, links to our Application Form and the 
Community Fund brochure that provides more details about eligibility criteria. It is 
advisable to read the Community Fund Brochure before completing an application.

eastmidlandsairport.com

EMA Community Fund

Annual Report

https://www.eastmidlandsairport.com/community/supporting-the-local-community/charitable-giving/
https://assets.live.dxp.maginfrastructure.com/f/73114/x/7351a86db0/community-fund-application-form-2020.pdf
https://assets.live.dxp.maginfrastructure.com/f/73114/x/8fa66795b7/ema-community-fund-brochure-2022.pdf
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Eligible projects need to meet at least one of our Fund Objectives:

• To bring the community closer together through facilities for sport, recreation and other leisure 
time activities

• Supporting young people to prepare for the world of work and make work an inspiring choice
• Offer environmental improvement and/or heritage conservation
• Improve awareness of environmental issues through environmental education
• Encourage and/or protect wildlife.

WHO ARE THE  
COMMITTEE?
The Community Fund is managed independently by a Community Fund Committee that meets six 
times a year.  Applications are considered by our independent committee, who are drawn from 
representatives of our local councils and onsite businesses, as well as an airport representative. 

During the year from April 2021 to March 2022 the Community Fund Committee was chaired 
by  Councillor Sheila Jackson. Other committee members included Councillor Angus Sowter, 
Councillor Andy Edyvean, Mr Jason Allsop and Ms Colleen Hempson.

Councillor  
Sheila Jackson

The Community Fund is open all year round to community groups within a defined ‘area of benefit’ 
which you can see below as well as in our Community Fund Brochure.  It is easy to see where your 
group is within this area by looking at the list of eligible postcodes to the right of the image.



QC4 SURCHARGES AND THE EAST  
MIDLANDS AIRPORT COMMUNITY FUND

A local ‘Schools’ Eco-Garden 
competition’, with funding to turn  

winning designs into a reality.  

This project supports local schools and 
aligns with the ‘Opportunity for all’ strategic 

priority identified in our Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) Strategy ‘Working 

Together for a Brighter Future’.

A ‘Low Carbon Energy Fund’  
for local community and public 

buildings such as schools and village 
halls, to pay for solar panels or 

similar low carbon energy projects.  

This project aligns with the  
‘Zero Carbon Airports’ strategic  

priority of our CSR Strategy. 
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In April 2021 the airport introduced a surcharge through its Noise Action Plan levied against airlines who 
operate night flights which fall into the noise quota count category ‘QC4’.  This surcharge is intended to 
disincentivise the use of noisier aircraft at night. Although the target for QC4 surcharges is zero, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic airlines needed to use older, larger aircraft, including Boeing 747-400s which are 
QC4 rated on departure in the short term.  

To maximise the impact of additional funds generated 
from QC4 surcharges, the East Midlands Airport 
Community Fund Committee agreed two new 
special funding projects:

WHERE DOES 
THE MONEY 
COME FROM?

The Fund is currently supported by an annual donation 
of £50,000 from the airport and through the donation 
of noise surcharges and noisy aircraft penalties imposed 
when aircraft exceed our noise limits. 

In the financial year from April 2021 to March 2022 the 
QC4 surcharge has been applied to 250 movements, 
generating an additional £446,500 for the Community 
Fund.   In addition, there were 11 noise fines generating 
a total of £9,250 for the Community Fund. 
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ECO-GARDEN  
COMPETITION
The EMA School Eco-Garden Competition was 
launched on 28th February 2022 to encourage 
local schools to design eco-gardens.  The 
competition closes on 27th May 2022 and winners 
will be announced by 30th June 2022.  Winning 
schools are eligible for grants of up to £20,000 
depending on the scale of the project, to turn their 
designs into a reality.

The School Eco-garden Competition coincides with 
the 20th anniversary of the launch of the community 
fund and is open to any school within the community 
fund ‘area of benefit’.

Participating schools are asked to submit designs for 
gardens or green space that substantially improve 
biodiversity. The submissions judged to have the 
most positive environmental impact will be awarded 
funds to turn designs into reality.

Designs submitted will be judged by a panel of 
experts including representatives of the airport’s 
corporate social responsibility team, Derbyshire 
Wildlife Trust and the parks, green spaces and 
environmental management teams at South 
Derbyshire District Council.resources to support 
schools is available on the airport website.

Judges will look for designs that incorporate 
innovative ways to make any space that schools have 
environmentally richer and more diverse, whether 
that’s transforming an area of concrete, improving 
the biodiversity of a playing field or growing food. 
Schools that have little outdoor space are urged to 
consider vertical gardens, making the most of walls 
and fences. Schools are also encouraged to highlight 
how an eco-garden could be used for outdoor 
learning, recreational use and to improve wellbeing.

A further key aim of the project is to create a lasting 
legacy that can be enjoyed by generations of 
children to come as well as the wider community.

More information about the criteria, judging panel, 
and resources to support schools is available on the 
airport website.

https://assets.live.dxp.maginfrastructure.com/f/73114/x/460e1656db/ema-community-fund-brochure-2020.pdf


The EMA Community Fund committee ring-fenced a pot of funding to provide a ‘Low Carbon Energy Fund’ 
for local community buildings.  The fund will pay for proven low carbon technologies such as solar panels, 
air and ground source heating, electric charging points and LED installations.

This aligns with both MAG’s ‘Zero Carbon Airports’ agenda and also with wider COP26 targets.  Renewable and low 
carbon technologies are proven, with the cost having reduced significantly over the last decade.    

With the cost of energy increasing, particularly over recent months, renewable energy offers not only a chance to 
reduce emissions but also security over future energy costs.

The project commenced with a pilot focusing on our nearest hospices.  Five local hospices were invited to bid for the 
fund as a ‘pilot project’.  Three hospices have now been awarded funding totalling just under £60,000.

Following on from the Hospice Pilot Project, the EMA Community Fund Committee reviewed the financial status of the 
fund and agreed to open up a second round of Low Carbon Energy Funding in Spring 2022.  The funding will initially 
be ring-fenced to support a limited number of identified parishes most affected by the airport’s operations.    

LOW CARBON  
ENERGY FUND
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Treetops in Derbyshire won a grant of £20,000 towards solar panels.

Rainbows Children’s Hospice in Loughborough won a 
grant of £19,774 towards the installation of electric vehicle 
charging points.

Loros Hospice in Leicestershire won a grant of £20,000 
towards energy efficient LED lighting installation.  



HOW HAS THE MONEY 
BEEN DISTRIBUTED?

Below is a summary of the grants between 1st April 2021 and 31st March 2022 
by County, followed by a full list of grants for each County. 
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The committee met in April, July, October 2021  
and January 2022 to consider applications made.

In 2021/22 the East Midlands Airport Community Fund awarded 
a total of £156,625 to 76 community projects. This includes:

WHO HAS BENEFITTED FROM A GRANT  
FROM THE EMA COMMUNITY FUND?

A full list of beneficiaries is provided within this report,  
along with some examples of projects that have benefitted.
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Breaston in Bloom won £865 for 8  
Almencheir Lamarckii trees

£96,873  
in normal Community 

Fund grants to 73 local 
community projects,

£59,774 
in Low Carbon Energy 

Fund grants to support 3 
local hospices as part  

of a pilot project.

HOW HAS THE MONEY BEEN SPENT?

Church Broughton Lawn Tennis Club won £2,000 
towards padel rackets, racket covers and balls



Hilton Cricket Club won £1,000  
towards an automated defibrillator

1st Newhall Scouts won £1,721 towards  
chairs and tables with storage trolleys

Lady Bay Tennis and Sports Club won 
£1,370 toward 2 outdoor table tennis 
tables with playing equipment

Loughborough Carillon Ladies Hockey 
won £1,700 towards kit and hockey 
equipment
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Examples of projects that have benefitted:

East Leake Tidy Team won £190 
toward litter pickers

2195 Squadron Long Eaton Air Cadets 
won £2,000 towards a flight simulator 
computer, monitor and speakers



Nottingham Croquet Club won £1,416 
towards stackable chairs, modular chairs, 
folding tables

Melbourne Rugby Football Club won 
£2,000 for a scrum machine and  
training tops

John Storer House in Loughborough  
won £1,572 towards a commercial  
food mixer and microwave oven
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Gresley Old Hall Community Welfare 
Centre won £2,000 for Insulated ceiling 
pads (environmental energy saving)

Plumtree Cricket Club won £2,000  
towards an electric cylinder mower,  
scarifier, raker and aerator

RideWise – The Sustainable Travel  
Collective Ltd won £1,600 for parts  
to refurbish second-hand bikes

Examples of projects that have benefitted:



DERBYSHIRE

AIRPORT COMMUNITY FUND - TOTAL: £57,210  GROUPS: 27

Chellaston Community Association £1,332

Umbrella Derby and Derbyshire £1,658

Borrowash Victoria Association Football Club £500

Brill Associates CIC £1,489

Breaston in Bloom Tree Planting Team £865

Melbourne Junior School PTA £530

Woodville Rangers Football Club £250

Redwood Colts Football Club £496

1st Newhall Scouts £1,721

Friends of Shardlow Primary School £1,969

St John's Parish Church & Halls, Long Eaton £2,000

Hilton Cricket Club £1,000

Gresley Old Hall Community Welfare Centre £2,000

Melbourne Rugby Football Club £2,000

Derby Rowing Club £1,000

2195 Squadron Air Cadets Long Eaton £2,000

Special Needs Circle - East Midlands £1,900

Melbourne Assembly Rooms £2,000

GAD Khalsa Sports Club £1,550

Church Broughton Lawn Tennis Club £2,000

Sandiacre Town Warriors U16's £500

Linton Village Hall £1,950

Pride Park Football Club £500

Long Eaton Baptist Church £2,000

Mickleover Cricket Club £2,000

Long Eaton Community Garden £2,000

Treetops Hospice £20,000
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LEICESTERSHIRE

AIRPORT COMMUNITY FUND - TOTAL: £65,065   GROUPS: 22 

John Storer Charnwood £1,572

Wymeswold Memorial Hall £850

Bardon Hill Juniors Football Club £1,000

St Botolph's Church, Shepshed £65

New Life Community Church Loughborough £2,000

East Leake Cricket Club £1,000

Smisby Parish Council £750

Kegworth Imps Junior Football Club £1,710

Loughborough Football Club £910

Swing Theatre £2,000

Lockington and Hemington Village Hall £1,884

Loughborough Carillon Ladies Hockey £1,700

Sutton Bonington Village Hall Committee £2,000

Charnwood Squash & Racketball Club £1,140

Peter Le Marchant Trust £1,500

Friends of Normanton On Soar Primary school £1,400

Kegworth Plan Group £500

Thrussington CE Primary School PTFA £920

Ingles Football Club £2,000

Burton on the Wolds Playing Field Association £390

Rainbows Hospice £19,774

Loros Hospice £20,000



12 EMA Community Fund Annual Report 2021 - 2022

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

AIRPORT COMMUNITY FUND - TOTAL: £29,586  GROUPS: 23

Nottingham University Samworth Academy £615

Tidy Team East Leake £190

Boots Netball Club £250

Kingston on Soar Village Hall £1,750

Helipads for Hospitals £2,000

Beeston and Toton Sycamore Cricket Club £1,840

Nottingham Croquet Club £1,416

Sutton Bonington and District Tennis Club £512

Beeston Rylands Community Association £1,688

Sutton Bonington Football Club £500

Rushcliffe School £825

Sutton Bonington PTA £1,500

Musicworks £1,000

The Watch / Café 2 CIC £630

Vanclaron CIC £1,000

Lady Bay Tennis and Sports Club £1,370

Willoughby Bowls Club £2,000

John Clifford School £2,000

Plumtree Cricket Club £2,000

Gotham St Lawrence Church £2,000

RideWise - The Sustainable Travel Collective Ltd £1,600

East Leake RFC £2,000

Nottinghamshire Clubs for Young People £900



STAFFORDSHIRE

AIRPORT COMMUNITY FUND - TOTAL: £4,764   GROUPS: 4

Barton under Needwood Hockey Club £1,614

Belvedere Bowls Club £1,600

Belvedere Park Jnr Football Club £800

Winshill Bowls Club £750

More information about our EMA Community Fund is available on 
our website here which includes deadline dates for applications, 
links to Community Fund brochure with details about eligibility 
criteria as well as the Application Form.

Or for further information please contact:
     community@eastmidlandsairport.com 

https://www.eastmidlandsairport.com/community/supporting-the-local-community/charitable-giving/
https://assets.live.dxp.maginfrastructure.com/f/73114/x/8fa66795b7/ema-community-fund-brochure-2022.pdf
https://assets.live.dxp.maginfrastructure.com/f/73114/x/7351a86db0/community-fund-application-form-2020.pdf

