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East Midlands Airport 
Independent Consultative Committee (ICC) 

Monitoring, Environment, Noise and Track (MENT) Sub-Committee 
Friday 29 January 2021 

Via MS Teams 

Present: 

Organisation 

Derbyshire County Council Cllr N Atkin (Chair) (NA) 

Leicestershire County Council Cllr T Pendleton (TP) 

Nottinghamshire County Council Cllr A Brown (AB) 

Kings Newton Residents Association Mr S Leech (SL) 

Melbourne Civic Society Dr P Grimley (PG) 

PAIN – People Against Intrusive Noise Mrs P Beddoe (PB) 

WHICH 
Dr A Manhire (AM) & Mr I Jones (IJ) 
(Observer) 

DHL Aviation Ltd Mr A O’Neill (AO) 

Loughborough University Dr A Timmis (AT) 

East Midlands Airport (EMA) 

Group Head of Environment Mr A Freeman (AF) 

Group Flight Evaluation Unit (FEU) Manager Mr D Smith (DS) 

Group Flight Evaluation Unit (FEU) Advisor Mr J Cookson (JC) 

Group Head of Community Engagement Mr R Pattison (RP) 

EMA Community Engagement Manager Ms C Hempson (CH) 

EMA Environment & Utilities Manager Ms H Chana (HC) 

Apologies 

  

 
 

The meeting commenced at 1000. 

  

1. Apologies and Declarations of Interest 

 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and no declarations of interest were 

noted. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting 

 
The Committee approved the minutes of the last meeting held on 17 January 

2020 as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

It was acknowledged that arrangements for a new Independent Secretariat were 

ongoing. 
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 Matters arising 

 
It was advised that the Chair had requested a report regarding noise mapping 

methodology, explaining noise contour production, be deferred from this meeting 

and brought to a future meeting. 

It was noted that a Plain English review of the Environment Fact Sheets is 

underway to maximise communicability prior to wider distribution.  

An outstanding action was highlighted regarding a review of restrictions on the 

times at which training flights are permitted. It was agreed that consideration will 

be given as part of the planned wider report on training flights scheduled for the 

next meeting in April. 

3. Chairman’s Comments – Matters referred to the Sub Committee 

 The Chair informed of topics discussed at the December meeting of the Liaison 

Group of UK Airport Consultative Committees (UKACCs), including COVID-19 

recovery plans, recent and active consultations and best practice in local 

engagement. 

EMA confirmed payment of the ICC’s latest UKACCs subscription fee and, 

following a group discussion on the value of membership, it was agreed to 

conduct a review on appointment of the new Independent Chair. 

Action: ICC 

4. Environment Reports 

 
It was advised that, as part of a Group-wide organisational restructure, a 

dedicated Flight Evaluation Unit (FEU) had been formed, bringing together a 

group of technical experts to get closer to the data and to review aircraft noise 

across the Manchester Airports Group (MAG). The new FEU is managed by 

Duncan Smith, reporting to Adam Freeman, Group Head of Environment. 

a. Environment report and quarterly reports 
A year-on-year trend analysis from 2015 to 2020 was presented, covering the 
following areas:  

 Environment Report 

 CDA Summary, Day & Night 

 Track Summary, Day & Night 

 Noise Reports 

 Noise Complaints 

PG highlighted a large increase in complaints from 2019 to 2020 alongside a 

reported increase in both freight flights and night freight flights, therefore fewer 

freight flights during the day contrary to prior assurances. Members raised 

concern at the age and types of aircraft in operation, discussed application of 

night noise penalties and welcomed close monitoring. PG raised concerns about 

old 747 and old Boeing 767 aircraft, which should have been addressed through 

the NAP action around QC4 surcharges. Aware of QC4 movements during first 

quarter of 2021, he stated that QC4 movements need to be more closely 
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monitored. AF reassured members that numbers of QC4 movements are very 

small but are at the top of the new FEU’s agenda. 

EMA reaffirmed a commitment to reduce the impacts of noise on local 

communities, attributed the increase in freight activity to a combination of 

supporting service industry, the UK’s response to the pandemic through transport 

of PPE and meeting the substantial increase in online shopping during lockdown. 

Members queried planning policies and noise insulation measures within local 

authorities. EMA advised that removal of Government guidance to local 

authorities has resulted in varying standards but confirmed that noise contour 

reports are shared with local authorities to inform planning procedures and that 

direct engagement occurs for any applications within the vicinity of the airport. 

NA requested a presentation on planning requirements for local housing 

developments at a future meeting. 

Action: EMA 

EMA highlighted that a large volume of complaints originate from a small number 

of complainants, but recognised an overall increase year on year, likely resulting 

from a number of factors including significant lifestyle changes due to COVID-19. 

It was observed by members that not all complaints are directed to the airport 

and a member reported concern around air pollution. 

Members raised concern at the evident increase in reported noise, recognised 

value in the reports but welcomed refinement and consistency in formatting to 

ease interpretation and enable insight. A discussion followed on reporting 

challenges where post codes differ from county boundaries. 

Members recommended stringent application of noise penalties as the most 

effective way of addressing noise levels. 

b. Environmental reporting: discussion paper 

EMA presented the noise reports discussion paper, outlined industry 

recommendations around noise management forums, advised to be building a 

data-led foundation to drive improvements and advised that performance-based 

navigation technologies alongside regular reporting will enable action. 

It was confirmed that noise monitor reports would continue alongside regular 

trend analysis in key areas such as; 

 Noise contours 

 Aircraft operation and performance 

 Noise performance 

 Aircraft penalties and surcharges 

 Aircraft ground noise 

 Effectiveness of mitigation and compensation 

It was advised that member feedback would be beneficial to inform and evolve 

the reporting standard. A discussion followed on local authority controls and 

legalities around noise management. 
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Members supported the proposals and the direction towards trend analysis but 

highlighted the need for outcomes and action to improve present controls. 

EMA agreed to arrange a separate meeting with PG and SL to discuss reporting 

of training flights. 

Action: EMA 

SL queried progress of NAP action around the installation of a Community Noise 

Monitor in Melbourne.  AF advised EMA are in the process of ordering a noise 

monitor, which will require an agreed location prior to gaining planning 

permission and then installation. 

5. Department for Transport night flight restrictions consultation 

 
AF presented a detailed report on the Government consultation into night flight 

restrictions. It was advised that the consultation by the Department for Transport 

(DFT) into a potential national policy on night flight restrictions has been 

extended, with a new deadline of 31 May.  

Action: EMA 

6. River Trent update 

 
Having engaged with the Environment Agency and appointed a contractor, it was 

confirmed that works were completed to the Environment Agency’s satisfaction in 

May 2020. Works took one and a half weeks and were carried out by specialist 

contractor Jacksons with an ecologist on site. Unfortunately, the hazel hurdle 

was unable to be completed due to the riverbed being too hard, so will need to 

scope out what is feasible in the future. 

7. Airspace modernisation update 

 
It was advised that, further to the update presented in January 2020, this project 

had formally paused in the landscape of the pandemic and a co-ordinated return 

is expected during the summer. EMA highlighted that the new technologies this 

project will enable are a key driver in delivering a reduction in noise levels. 

8. Date of next meeting(s) 

 
30 April 2021 

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 1205. 

 
 
Proposed future agenda items 

a. Waste 
b. Airport energy consumption and solar PV 
c. Airspace modernisation – standing agenda item 
d. Training flights – circuits and perimeters, review of restrictions 
e. Community Trust Survey Results (2020 survey) 



20210129_EMA_ICC_MENT Minutes_APPROVED Company No. 2078271 

Page 5 of 5 
  

f. NAP progress report 
g. Airspace Programme update (currently paused) 
h. Noise mapping methodology, explaining noise contour production 
i. Planning requirements for local housing developments 

 
 
Summary of Actions 

3.  
In consultation with the incoming Independent Chair, review the value of 

UKACC membership to decide whether to continue this subscription 
ICC 

4a. 
Develop the recommended environmental reporting schedule and 

subsequent reports for implementation and presentation during 2021 
EMA 

4b. 
Arrange a separate meeting with PG and SL to discuss reporting of 

training flights. 
EMA 

5. 
At the April meeting, ahead of the 31 May deadline, present the proposed 

MAG response to the DFT night flight policy consultation 
EMA 

 


